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MONDAY -- MARCH 21, 1960, 2:00 P.M. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: The hearing will come to order. 
It appears that there is a quorum present. This is a meet- 
ing of the Assembly Interim Committee on Criminal Procedure 
Called to listen to the testimony of several witnesses, two 
of which are here under subpoena, to determine whether or not 


there was anything irregular about the conviction of Barbara 
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Graham. 
It has been reported to the Committee that there was 


~ 
oO 


certain evidence which was in the possession of the prose- 
cution in the Graham case which was suppressed, was not made 
available to Barbara Graham or her attorneys, and it is 
alleged that had that evidence been turned over to her or 
her attorneys, that it could have been used to impeach the 
testimony given at the trial of one John True, the prin- 
ciple State witness against her and the other members of the 


Two or three months prior to the triai John True was 
arrested in San Francisco and we are informed he was ques- 


| tioned at some length there by representatives of both the 


so-called Santo-Perkins gang. 
| 
| 


| Los Angeles and San Francisco Police Department, a repres- 
entative of the Burbank Police Department, and a representa- 
| tive of the District Attorney's office of Los Angeles County. 
| We are informed that there is in the possession of 

| 


the San Francisco Police Department a copy of the original 
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transcript of that interrogation, and that there are certain | 
variances in the testimony given then by John True. and that | 
given by him at the trial. 

Our purpose in subpoenaing this document is to com- 
pare it with the transcript of the trial to see if it is 
true as alleged that there are these variances, and then to 
to determine whether or not there vas anything unethical 
or illegal about the suppression, if there was a suppression 
of that document. 

If it appears that the document was suppressed, and 
that the facts of the suppression denied Barbara Graham due 
process of law, and it appears further that there is no 
ample safeguard within our legal structure to guard against 
future incidents of this kind, the Committee, I am sure, 
wish to consider whether or not remedial legisiation should 
be offered at the next session of the Legislature. 

We are not here today to re-try the Graham case, she 
has been executed some years ago and I think little purpose 


would be served in trying to prove her innocence or guilt at 


We have one witness who will testify a little later 
as to the truth of the recent statement made by a deputy 
District Attorney of Los Angeles that Barbara Graham, just 
prior to her execution, confessed her guilt to the late 
warden of San Quentin, Harley Teets, and this testimony will 
be adduced only for the purpose of establishing whether or 
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net such a confession was made in order that we may then | 
proceec to the question of whether this due process vas | 
afforded her. 

I think it's obvious to all that the matter would be 
somewhat academic, at least in the minds of many, whether or 
not she had due process if it were true that she had admitted 
guilt. It wouldn't perhaps to me or to others who are 
interested in due process as such, but I think that many 
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who are not familiar with the constitutional guarantees 
afforded every accused might feel differently about it if 
they were persuaded that Barbara Graham was guilty and that 
ghe had confessed her guilt. 

Well, with that little statement of the background, 


~ YS Ee 
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we will call as our first witness who appears here under 


~ 
ol 


subpoena, Inspector Al Arnaud, of the San Francisco Police 


~ 
fe) 


Departzent, who appears here in response to a subpoena 


~ 
“J 


duces tecum served on the Chief of Police of San Francisco, 
Mr. Thomas Cahill last Thursday. Mr. Burton. 

MR. BURTON: If I understand it correctly, the Com- 
mittee will not be passing judgment on the unethical or 
illegal actions in this case, if any, but is reviewing this 
particular case to see what and to what extent suppression 
of evidence is permitted by present state law, and what 
legislation, if any, this Conmittee might seek to recomend 
to the legislature. 

Am I fairly stating our posture on this matter? 


~ 
© © 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I think that's what ve are 
Going, and I tried to indicate that in my opening statement, | 
yes. 

MR. BURTON: Well, I only wanted to clarify that 
because one of your statements was somewhat ambiguous and I 
felt I understood the matter, as I stated it, and I just 
wanted to clear that point up. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Allen? 

MR. ALLEN: Mr. Chairman, I have a couple of question 
that I'd like to clear in my own mind for the purposes of 
this hearing, the way we are approaching this. 

First of a11, ae I understand the Chairman's state- 
ments, and algo the press release, the Coumittee is inguir- 


prosecution in the Graham trial. I'd like to know if any 


of the prosecuting attorneys have been invited to appear 
here. We are apparently trying them on charges of illegal 
or unethical conduct, and I'd like to imow if we have afforde 
them the American right and of notice and an opportunity to 
be heard at this hearing? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, Mr. Allen, no personal 
invitation has been sent to anyone who represented the prose- 
cution in this case. It was not possible for subpoenas to 

| be served on these people, for the reason that they reside 
| more than 100 miles distance from Sacramento. 

MR. ALIEN: Were they invited or notified that they 


ing into accusations of unethical or illegal conduct by the 
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could appear here on these charges? 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I know that they know about the 

hearing, ample notice of it was given in the press, but in 
ansyer to your question, no invitation was sent et this time. 
It ie@ my purpose, or my intention, My. Allen, assuming that 
the Committee will go along with me on it, based on the ev- 
idence that we are able to adduce today, to make a deter- 
mination «s to whether we should go to Los Angeles and to 
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interrogate others who may be concerned at that time. 





~ 
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it may be that the charges which have been made will 





~ 
~ 


indicate that there is no substance to these allegations 






~ 
w 





and that no purpose will be served by going to Los Angeles. 
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MR. ALIEN: Charges are certainly being aired in 








~ 
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public, in front of the press and everybody, and it seemed 





~ 
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to me that if you or I or anybody in the Committee vere being 





~ 
©> 


charged the same way, with unethical conduct or illegal 








~ 
~“ 


conduct involving somebody's death, we would like an oppor- 








~ 
00 


tunity to be present at the time of the first hearing, and 










~ 
<e) 


not at any second hearing, we'd iike to be there when it 


20 | wagtas and it's e right that you would expect to be offered 


21 | to you ae a lawyer any time. 










22 If your own personal conduct is involved the same 





25 |way. It's a matter of basic fairness. 

24 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, nobody, Mr. Allen, is 
25 | going to deny anybody's right to be heard today. I don't 
26 hues who is here. It may be that representatives of the 
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District Attorney's office of Los Angeles or the Police 
Department of Los Angeles or the Burbank Department may be 
here and may wish to testify. They will be allowed to 
testify. 

MR. ALIEN: Mr. Chairman, they have not been notified 
directiy and they haven't be invited directly? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: That's correct. 

MR. ALLEN: Now, one other question. You also stated 
that one of the matters the Committee will hear testimony on 
relates to the confession of Barbara Graham. Now, last year 
I knew about this when we were debating the Billi on capital 
punishment, and brought it up on the floor of the Assembly. 

I talked to i. Weissich about it, I talked to Mr. MeGee 
about it, and I talked to Mr. leavy about this confession 
end at no time have I ever been advised that this confession 
was just prior to the execution. 

I have always been advised that the confession vas 
a muuber of months prior to the execution of Barbara Graham. 

| CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I am going on what I heard Mr. 


Leavy say on the hearing on capital punishment, on the 


| capital punishment bill in the Senate a week ago last Wed- 
nesday, or rather what I recall of it, and aiso on the 
accounts that I have read in the press as to what Mr. Leavy 
said at that tim. 

| MR. ALIEN: Well, the accounts that I have alwaye 

| heard and that I reported in the Assembly last year were that 
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the confession vas made st San Quentin and a number of acute! 
prior to the date of the execution. 

Now, if the C ommittee is going to inguire into 
whether or not the confession was actually made, I would like 
to knov now whether or not the peopk who have some knowledge 
of this, as reported in the press and to me, namely, Mr. 
Weissich and Mr. Nelson, the Associate warden at San Quentin, 
has the Committee invited them to appear here and to take 
their testimony as to what they know? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: No, they haven't been, but I 
see Mr. Weissich is present, and if he'd like to testify, 
we'd be happy to hear him. I don't know Mr. Nelson, maybe 
he is here also. 

MR. ALLEN: Well, Mr. MeGee is here, and Mr. Weissich 
Could we have a, understanding that at some time they will 
have an opportunity to be heard, so we get the whole record? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Certainly, yes. In fact, if 
there is anything, if there is anybody in the room who has 
any information at ali about the subject we are going to be 
going into, I hope he will com forward and ask to be heard. 

MR. ALIEN: Wow, I never met Mr. Leavy personally, 

I don't believe he is here. Do I understand that the Con- 
mittee is going to deny him a basic right of due process, 
as far as his conduct in this case is concerned? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: You can put it any way you 


vant, I have no intention of denying Mr. leavy any right that 
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MR. ALLEN: It's one you would ask for if anybody was 
accusing you of unethical conduct as a lawyer. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I don't know that I have accused 
anybody of anything. 

MR. ALLEN: Well, you know that somebody is going to 
get up here in sa few minutes and accuse hin. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONHELL: I don't know that that is true, 
My. Allen. 

MR. ALIEN: That's what your press release says. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: #e11, suppose we listen to the 
witnesses and see what we get and then make our decision 
as to whether it's fair or not. 

MR. ALLEN: Well, on behalf of Mr. Leavy, who is in 


| abgentia, I will object on those grounds. 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All right. Are there any other 
questions of the Chair before we proceed? If not, will you 
identify yourself? 

MR. ARNAUD: Alfred Arnaud, A-r-n-a-u-d. Assistant 
Deputy Chief, San Francisco Police Department. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Now, Inspector, do you appear 


here today in response to a subpoena duces tecum served on 
Chief Thomas Cahill, San Francisco, on Thursday last, that 
24 | would be March 17, is that correct? 


MR. ARNAUD: That's correct, sir. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And is it true thet in the 
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original or a copy of the transcript of certain testimony 
given to representatives of the San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and Burbank Police Departments, and of the los Angeles County 
District sttorney's office in San Francisco, on or about 
June 3 of 1953? 

MR. ARNAUD: Yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And have you brought thet 


files of the San Francisco Police Department there is the 
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Gocunent with you? 
MR. ARNAUD: I have. I have a copy. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: It is a copy? 
MR. ARNAUD: It is a copy, yes, sir. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And do you imow where the 
original is? 
MR. ARNAUD: Wo, this copy was the only typewritten 
material in this form in our homicide files pertaining to 
the particular case in question, and where the original is 
I don't know. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All right, do you have any 
personal knowledge of the Graham case or of the arrest and 
subsequent interrogation of John True? 
MR. ARNAUD: Wo, sir, I have not. 
CHATRMAN O'CONNELL: Is this document that you have 
referred to the only document which is a record of the 
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testimony given in San Francisco given by John True? 
MR. ARNAUD: To the best of my knowledge, it is. 


26 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Are there any recordings of 
any statement made by John True at any time other than at 
the time that this interrogation took place? 

MR. ARNAUD: As far as the San Francisco Police 
Department is concerned, I do not believe so. I spoke to 
our present head of homicide, an Inspector Ralph McDonald, 
and I was given to understand that this is the only materiai. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: There is nothing further, then, 
in the files of the San Francisco Police Lepartment, that 
would be a record in any way of what was asked of John 
True and his replies to those questions? 

MR. ARNAUD: That is my understanding, yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I interpret that answer as 
being that so far as you imow ~~ 

MR. ARHAUD: So far as I know. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: This is the record? 

MR. ARNAUD: I have no way of knowing that it might 
indicate that at the time this was taken, our late Chief of 

| Police, Frank Ahern, it's indicated he was present at the 
| etme the statement wes taken, but as far as the file, that 
om the file. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Would you identify for the 
record the document, the date upon which the interrogation 
| took Place and give the names of those present? 

MR. ARNAUD: I wili read this, it's very brief, and 
it will identify it. It indicates it's the statement of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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at 3:47 p.m. in the Homicide Detail, San Francisco Police 
Department, Hall of Justice, Kearny and Washington Streets, 
San Franciseo, California. 

Present: Adolph Alexander, Assistant Chief Deputy, 
Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office, examining. 
Lt. R. H. Coveney, Burbank Police Department, C-o-v-e-n-y. 
That's the los Angeles Police Department. No, excuse me, 
Burbank Police Department. Then, Det. E. &. Lovold, 
l-o-v-0-l-d, Los Angeles Police Department, Burglary Detail. 
Inspector Frank Ahern, San Francisco Police Department. 
Martha Salien, Reporter, District .ttorney's Office, 3an 
Francisco, reporting. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Inspector, I neglected to take 
your oath before you started to testify. I intend to swear 
in all of the witnesses that we will have here today. I 
wonder if you would mind at this time taking the oath? 





| 
| 
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was called as a vitness before the Committee, 

having been duly sworn on oath by the Chair- 

man, testified as follows: 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Inspector, if I were now to 
put the same questions to you that I did prior to the time 
that you took this oath, would your answers be the same? 

M@®. ARNAUD: They would. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Are there any other queaticns 
of Inspector Armmaud? Mr. Burton. 

MR. BURTON: Inspector, is that document you have 
before you identified in any official way as a copy of the 
original, or is that the original statement itself? 

MR. ARNAUD: No, it's not identified as a copy as 
such. It's a carbon copy, it's not the original type, but 
there is no other indication on it as to what it purports to 
be save and except as it’s been indicated a moment ago, 
from reading the title to it, who was present. 

MR. BURTON: In the original document, or in the 
| normal course of taking such statements, are they taken be- 
fore a Notary or is an affidavit of the person giving the 
testimony taken? 

MR. ARNAUD: Are they taken before a Notary? 

MR. BURTON: Yes. 

MR. ARNAUD: Wot normally. 

MR. BURTON: Normally, does the person before whom 
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the statement is taken sign the statement once it is reduced 
to print? 
MR. ARNAUD: No. That's a matter of procedure, of 


course, some do and some don't. 


Committee as to whether or not the document that you have 
before you is an accurate copy of the original statement take 
by the secretary of the District Attorney's office, or the 


o oan kha fF A NY FEF 


Police Department Headquarters in San Francisco? 
MR. ARNAUD: In view of the circumstances under which 


~ 
oO 


it came to my attention, I wouldn't want to venture an 
opinion at this point. 
MR. BURTON: Has there been any doubt or questions 


| 
| 
MR. BURTON: Do you have | any opinion to give this : 


raised that have been brought to your attention that would 
leave you to believe that this would not be an accurate 
copy of the original? 
MR. ARNAUD: Not to my knowledge, sir. 
| MR. BURTON: And contrary-wise, have you heard any- 
thing that would lead you to believe that it is a true copy 
| of the original statement taken? 
| MR. ARNAUD: Nothing, save and except the circumstan- 
22 ‘ein I have said, that it came to our attention. It was in 
25 | our file and the file, I suppose has been deactivated since 
24 |the case was completed and I presume it's the first time it's 
25 | come out again., 
26 MR. BURTON: One or two further questions. Have you 
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read the statement yourself? 

MR. ARNAUD: Wo, sir, I have not. 

MR. BURTON: Then you don't imow whether or not 
it's -- this statement contains charges against specific 
persons or not? 

MR. ARNAUD: I do not. 

MR. BURTON: And this is the first time to your 
knowledge this statement has been made public, is that 
correct? 

MR. ARNAUD: That's correct. 

MR. BURTON: That is all, then. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Bane. 

MR. BANE: Did you say that you hadn't read the 
statement yourself? 

MR. ARNAUD: That's correct. 


MR. BANE: How long has it been in your possession? 


MR. ARHAUD: It was in the Chief's possession since 


MR. BANE: How long has it been in your possession? 
MR. ARNAUD: It was in the Chief's office. I picked 


MR. BANE: Were you given instructions not to read 


MR. ARNAUD: No. 
MR. BANE: There is no reason why you couldn't have 
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MR. ARNAUD: That's right. At least, it was given | 
to the Chief, and remained there, and I picked it up, as I | 


said, & few minutes before I came up here. 

MR. BANE: Do you have any information as to whether 
the statements made by Mr. True we re checked out to see 
if they could be substantiated? 

MR. ARNAUD: No, gir, I have not. 

MR. BANE: That's all. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Francis has a question. 

MR. FRANCIS: I think we ought to hear what the 
statement is, whether it's material or relevant to this 
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hearing. We are talking about a document that has been 
brought in issue, but what does it say? 
CHATRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, the Committee obviously 
hasn't had an opportunity to find out what's in it, but 
a witness who will follow has seen it, has read it, has made 
some comparisons of this statement with later testimony given 
by the same person at the trial, and I think from what he 
| will Say, we can get some information that will enable us to 
| check the allegations to see if they are true. 
| MR. PRANCIS: Well, my only coment is, if this 
lother witness is going to cover the statement, that's fine, 
but if there is going to be any statements in @ispute or 
| if there is going to be any contradictions, I think ve 
| shoulda lmow what the original statement says, sesuming it is 
co original statement. Then, we can make a comparison, or 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: That will be done. Mr. Crown? 

MR. CROWN: Mr. Apnaud, is there any indication 
from that paper that True was under oath? 

MR. ARNAUD: No, sir. 

MR. CROWN: There is no indication of it? 

MR. ARNAUD: Not as I see it here. I think normally 
something would appear that he would be, and I just glanced 
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at the last page vhen that question was asked a few moments 
ago, and I didn't notice anything that it was there. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Burton. 
MR. BURTON: I wouid like to request that the Chair 
admonish the witnesses not to go into that part of this 
True testimony that may be naming living persons in some way, 
in some unfavorable way. I only state that because I share 
somewhat the concern expressed by Assemblyman Allen, and I 
am sure the Chair will want the witnesses to limit their 
testimony, at least to the extent that we bring ourselves 
to a conflict in True's statement and are not making specific 
| Charges by Prue against other persons. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: No, there will not be anything 
| 1the that. As I understand it, there will be pointed out 
| two views, certain inconsistencies in this statenent vith 
m statement later given under cath by True, and that is all. | 


| 
| MR. BURTON: But my concern, and the reason for my 
| 
| 


~~ 
oe) 


sores questions earlier, I am not sure whether True in thie 
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statement may be naming others, as people implicated in the 
crime, and subsequently, we find out they were not implicated, 
we certainly do not want to get involved in this area at 
this time, and so I just wanted that part of this proceedings 
clear to all of us before we vent ahead. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNEL: Mr. Alien first, and then Mr. 


MR. ALIZN: Mr. Chairman, it would seem to me -- 


©o oa nN 2 aA fF A NY FF 


we either should have this witness read the statement so 
that we know what we are talking about, and sit here and 
read it in full. We are kind of beating around the bush 


a 
oO 


and in the dark ubout it. Or, simply, and in this part of 
the testimony at this point, have the Committee staff make 
an analysis of what's in this or what's in any other trans~ 
cript or statement the same witness and the other evidence 
that is available; do it in a business-like fashion, and 
present the analysis, after the Conmittee staff has made an 
impartial analysis of the statemente. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, I think that to have the 
Inspector read the document that he has would serve no pur- 
| soe except to satisfy our curiosity in the document, uniess 
22 | @ comparison could be made by a later statement, and I sus- 
25 | pect the later statements are in this trial transcript which 
24 | has been brought in here, and I didn't know that that was 
25 | coming this afternoon. 
26 MR. ALLEN: Well, you have tried enough cases to know 
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that you can compare testimony and transcript in a lot of | 
ways and we are conducting this hearing without the a 
whose conduct is involved being present and listening to 
their anelysis, and it would seem to me it's just a matter 

of basic fairness, if we are going to go into this, to first 
have the Committee staff make an analysis and then have the 
rest of the hearing at a later time when the attorneys in- 
volved can be present and heard on it. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, we havé only three wit- 
nesses to hear from this afternoon. 

MR. ALLEN: Sure, and their statements are going to 
get in the press and presumably, from your opening statements 
they are going to accuse the prosecution of unethical and 
illegal conduct and it seems to m that from the standpoint 
of your own policy, in the administration of justice, we 
ought to wait and let the attorneys involved be heard at the 
same time. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Weli, I doubt -- I don't 
propose to do that. The existence of this transcript has 

| been known to me for some time, as early as last year when 

| we were Gebating on the floor of the Assembly the Capital 
Punishment Bill. I spoke on the subject, on the fiocor of the 
Assembly, and said that this document did exist, and so it's 
(a matter of public imowledge already. I didn't point the 
finger at anybody particularly at that tine, letting people 7 


| Graw their own conclusions. 
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NObody paid very much attention to it, I didnt see 
a line about it in any newspaper in the state at that time. 
I propose now to hear the witnesses that have been called, 
and I don't think that the teatimony that will be given 
today is going to hurt anybody, because we all understand 
that we are by no means finished with this after today, 
that we will have to check the veracity of the statements 
that will be made ami ve will always given an opportunity 
to anybody elise who is interested to answer the charges 


o onr od A fF A DY EF 
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© 


if any. 


MR. ALIEN: Well, what you are doing is in effect 
trying Mr. Leavy for unethical conduct and letting him be 


HH » Bf 
ao wo 


present at only half of the trial. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: This is not a criminal proceed- 


~ 
oo 


ing, Mr. Allen. 
MR. ALIZN: That's whet you are doing, in effect. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All I am trying, Mr. Alien, ali 
I want to know is, what are the facts of the situation, and 


~~ ~~ 
© Of NY O 


Mr, igavy will be given a chance, if he is interested, to 
| dispute any of the charges which may be made which involve 
| him, and I am not even sure that there are any charges that 
will be made that will involve Mr. Ieavy. I note that he 
|'was not present at this interrogation, at least, so far as 


| 
| copy of the transcript that Inspector .rnaud has indi-~ 


| cates. 
| MR. ALIEN: Mer. Chairman, your press release says 
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we are inguiring as to whether or not evidence favorable to 
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could serve another purpose, that you brief us, in view of 


| 
| 
i | 
. Barbara Graham's confession wae deliberately withheld by | 
5 the prosecution. It seems to m, if we are going to go into | 
‘ this, and if we are going into the facts and not just trying | 
5 to smear law enforcement generally, that we ought to do it 
¢ in a businesslike vay, and take these documents and have the 
7 Committee staff analyze them, and have another hearing later 
g | OM» and give these people whom we are accusing notice and 
9 | @ chance to be present during the whole proceedings. 
10 MR. BURTON: I would like to move that -- if this | 
ll is possible under the Brown Act, I don't know that, I would | 
12 | idle to move that the Conmittee have a five-minute recess | 
13 and repair, I don't imow, are we permitted to meet in 
14 | Executive Session? | 
15 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I suppose we are. Mr. Crown. 
16 MR. CROWN: Mr. Chairman, I think it's a good idea, 
17 | because thie doesn't happen too offen, but I share great 
ig |coneern along with Mr. .llen and Mr. Burton also, and very 
19 | often it is very difficult for the reputation to catch up to 
20 ‘the accusation, and if there is going to be any possibility 
21 lof imnocent persons being implicated by having this read from 
292 |uncorroborated evidence, which may not be competent, I think | 
93 |we better do something about it first right now. 
oA CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Francia? | 
25 MR. FRANCIS: Mr. Chairman, I think perhaps this 
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your superior knowledge. I for one don't know what the con- 
tents of this statement are and what's involved, and I think | 
if you could give us a briefing, we would certainly be ina | 
better position to proceed. 

MR. BANE: Mr. Chairman, if you are going into a 
motion to recess, as I came into the Committee meeting late, 
there vas quite a crowd standing out in the hall, and I was 
wondering if during the recess, if he couldn't read that at 
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a larger meeting place. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I thought we had the large 
Senate hearing room on a stand-by basis, I was informed, 





~ 
oO 






just before we convened here, that it was being used by 






the Senate Fducation C onmittee. 
14 MR. BANE: Well, I just left Room 2170 mé there was 











just a small inconsequential Bill to take care of, so I 
Oh, he says that the 









presume thet 2170 is vacant now. 
Education Committee has it. 
18 MR. BURTON: May I make this suggestion, that the 
| Chair only entertain testimony that will corroborate or 
not the ultimate fact that the testimony given at the trial 
is in conflict with the statements given in this docwnent 
before us, that it does not entertain any discussion or 
testimony concerning individuals, prosecution or otherwise, 
24 | I don't kmow if Mr. Leavy was involved in the prosecution 
25 | of this case or who was, but that we narrow this hearing 













<6 down to that one isolated point, and that the Chair do as 
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he intended to do, give all interested parties notice of | 
the hearing personally, sc that they can have the opportunity, 
when we go into the more specific aspects of this conflict, | 
if there be one, that they ali be able to be present. | 
I myself have difficulty envisioning any other way | 
for us to proceed. | 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Waldie. 
MR. WALDIE: May I make a suggestion in light of 
My. Allen's. I don't think we ought to go into Executive 


© ony og ao fF A ND KF 


Session, but I think the evidence is now in before us upon 


~ 
o 


which we must make a decision. we have the statement, and 
we have the transcript, which contains the testimony of 
John True curing the trial. 

I think we ought to have these two documents 


and then I think we ought to go back into session and let the 
staff compare them, point out the discrepancies, then I 
think we ought to go back into session and cali the inter- 
\ested parties and find out why the discrepancies, if any, 
exist, and if any do exist, find out why the document was 
\withheld from the defense attorneys. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, one aide that the Committee 


examined and those places where there are discrepancies, | 


might have, it seems to me, that one person who has already | 
made such a comparison of the statement that is here and is 
wilting to assist us by pointing out some of these discrep- 


ome 
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ee eee ee renee — 


It isn't necessary that he comment editorially | 
about anything other than the discrepancies, but it ae" 
would aid our staff, it seems to me. 

MR. WALDIE: Well, the difficulty with that is, that 
his testimony pointing out the discrepancies is testimony 
that need not be taken under oath. There is nothing that 
he can give us factually under oath. The discrepancies are 
a matter of record. Does he know anything outside of these 
two pleces of evidence that would be relevant to this 
inquiry? 

CHAIRMAN O'COHNELL: dell, I think he does, but I 
can't Bay. 

MR. WALDIE: Well, if he does, I think that would be 
legitimate inguiry, but if he is only going to examine these 
documents, the staff can do that, but if he has any evidence 
other than these documents, I think we can certainly ask 
him to give ue evidence relevant to that. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: well, the witness has a great 


| deal of information about this case by vay of background 


| and if there cre certain things about it, that so far as 1 
know, have never been made public, that he wishes to tell 
us under oath today. Mr. Crown. 

MR. CROWN: Mp. Chairman, vas the witness present 


during this statement that was made by Mr. True? 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Wo. 
MR. CROWN: Well, then, I think it's certainly 
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relevant and competent for the witness to testify on any 
other possible background on the case vhich might bear upon 
a possible need for legislation in his field; however, i 
would join with Mr. Waldie in saying that I certainly would 
not care to listen to any testimony that would not be comp- 
etent as it would apply to contradictions between what Mr. 





True said in Court, since he was not present during this 
statement. 

MR. WALDIZ: That is all I am suggesting, that ve 
narrow the issue down. We are seeking to find out if 


o on 82 AHA FF WA Ne 
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legislation is necessary to prevent the suppression of 
12 | testimony in the hands of the District attorney favorable to 
13 | a Gefendant. Then it seems to me that issue can be covered 


15 | in the trial. 


if anything bearing on that issue that isn't con- 
tained in the trial transcript or the statement that the 


16 


| 
14 | by comparing the statement with the testimony under oath 
| 


aY 


18 | other witnesses mow, I think that testimony ought to be 
19 | taken under cath. But any other testimony under oath when 
20 | he says, "Well, the trial transcript differs from the state- 
* | ment in x respects," is simply, it seeme to me, reciting 

oa nothing that isn't already in evidence. 

" CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: sell, certain other factors 

24 | vithin the witness' imowledge might shed considerable light 
“5 | on the whole subject, if it is once established that there 
” | is a variance and the witness I think is prepared to tell 
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what he knows about these other factors that would assist 

us in determining whether or not there was a deliberate 
suppression. Whether it was a miterial denisl of due process 
to the defendant, Barbara Graham, these things, it seems to 
me, are the things we want to find out in order to determine 





| 
| 
| 
whether some legislation is necessary. | 

if. Bane. | 

MR. BANE: Mr. Chairman, did you invite any members | 
of the staff th.it prosecuted the Barbare Graham case to this 
hearing? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I didn't invite them, no. 

MA. BANE: D8d you send them any type of notification 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I thought that I would sub- 
poena those persons at the time and place where I could do “ 
I can't subpoena people from Los Angeles to Sacramento becau 
they are more than 100 miles distance from here. I had in 
mind, after hearing the witnesses today, to go to Los Angeles 
and subpoena those people in the Los Angeles area within a 
hundred miles of where we would meet and then to hear their 
testimony under oath. And also in response to a subpopna. 

My. Burton? 
MR. BURTON: We are nibbling around at this. I would 


have all of the interested parties here. In the long run 
this is the only thing that makes sense. I think that the 
Chairman should be commended for having the courage to 


ee =< a enn 


like to say that I think before we proceed that we should | 
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bring this matter into full public view, we have the document | 
before the Committee now, which I hope we will receive in | 
evidence. It is with some discomfort, perhaps, to some of | 
the witnesses that are here today, if we can't subpoena then, 
I think they should be given the opportunity to attend by 
being invited, and I am sure the Chair intended to do that, 
but for the lack of subpoena power beyond a certain mile.ge, 
and I think you would agree, Assemblyman Allen, -- 

MR. ALIEN: ell, I think that if they are invited 
they will come. You don't have to subpoena them. 

MR. BURTON: But in light of the interest demonstrate 
in this matter, so we don't confuse whatever findings ve 
may arrive at, I think that we should receive this document, 
the Chair should continue the meeting to another time and 
place, and specifically invite all of the parties that it 
appears to the Chair and to the staff, as a result of looking 
over this particular item, whose names might be mentioned, 
or who might be implicated in some way in this proceeding. 

I fear if we do not do this, that whatever findings 
we may have would be clouded by the procedures that the 
Committee has adopted. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, the idea of a divided 
hearing is nothing new. We have done this before, and I 
don't really feel that there is going to be any harm done 
to anybody by hearing the witnesses that we have today and 


| then proceeding to another point and hearing seme more 


en a 
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witnesses. 

I think the press is responsible enough to understand 
that what may be said today is only part of the case and 
even in our criminal trials, we have an order of proof. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
We allow the prosecution to go forward and it's | 
| 
true enough that the witnesses produced may be cross-examined | 

| 

| 
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you start the trial. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: But this isn't a criminal trial. 


~ 
oO 


MR. ALLEN: Look at the press release, you are charg- 
12 | ing some attorneys with unethical anc illegal conduct. 
One way or the other, it amounts to the same thing, and I'd 
like to move that the Consmittee adopt Mm. Burton's sugges- 


tion. 


13 
14 
15 
16 MR. BURTON: There is no statement in the Chairman's 
17 | release that charges unethical and illegal conduct on 
behalf of the attorneys. 

19 NR. ALLEN: well, let's say we are inguiring into 


20 | it, let's put it that vay. That's the subject of the 


18 


MR. ALIZN: You make the defendants be there when 


21 | hearing. 

22 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I don't see the word unethical 
23 | oy illegal used. 

24 WR. ALLEN: Well, the Chairman used the statement 
25 | orally at the commencement of the hearing. 

26 MR. BURTON: Well, the Cheirman clarified that in 
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response to a question of mine that we are not making a 
finding on those specific matters, because I specifically 
asked that, and he disspelled that before the question. 
MR. ALLEN: All right. But I think Mp. Burton has 
made a suggestion that is quite fair to all the people 


this procedure. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: 
stand. Did you make a motion, Mr. Burton, or were you 


I don't know now, where do ve 





talking? 

MR, BURTON: 
a motion. 

MR. PETRIS: I will second it. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: State the motion. 

MR. BURTON: That the Chair, that we receive in 
evidence, the document, the testimony purporting to be that 
of John True, that the Chair continue this hearing at a 
later date, providing a reasonable, allowing a reasonable 
time for all interested parties to be invited and to appear 
so that they can be present during the entire proceedings 
of this Committee on this matter. 

ind I would assume a reasonable perid 
be just a few days. 
subpoenaed, that they merely be invited and if they do not 
attend, they have at least been afforded the opportunity to 
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involved and is not going to slow down our discovery of any 
facta that are involved, and I'd like to move that we adopt 


I would like to put that in the form of 


of time would 
That for those witnesses that cannot be 
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attend and if I get a second, I will speak further. | 
MR. PETRIS: I will second. | 
MR. BURTON: I am sure the Chair, knowing more neat | 
the facts and the background of this case than ve do, may 





realize there aren't going to be specific names of people 

involved or people confronted with accusations, and I don't 

want my motion to in any way be considered any criticism 

of the Chair's development of this issue. I believe 

it's an important thing, he has brought this to public view. 
On the other hand, as stated earlier, in order to 
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insure the fact that whatever findings we may arrive at are 







not clouded by differences over the procedures that we have 
used, I think this makes the most sense. 

14 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Anybody else? Mr. Crown. | 
B-2 15 MR. CROWN: Well, I'd like just like to say this in | 

16 | defense of the Chair's actions, I think we can practically 
take judicial notice of the fact that everyone has been in- 
formed and had they been interested in this, they could have 
come today. 
However, I feel that we want to take every precau~- 












tion in these matters, so consequently, I must agree vith 
Mr. Allen and Mr. Burton that we should afford more time 






for theese people to come. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: May I ask, Mr. Burton, if he 

feels that the testimony of Barbara Cates, a nurse who was 

with Barbara Graham during her last hours should also be 
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deferred? I might point out that her testimony will only be | 
in connection with what she observed during the hours that 
Barbara Greham vas in 8,n Quentin, it will not in any way 
implicate anyone else for any illegal or inethical act. 
Further, she has come here, not in response to a 
subpoena, but of her own volition and at some inconvenience 
to herself, and she should arrive here within a few minutes. 
MR. BURTON: I would accept the Chair's application 
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of the motion that we have towards any of the people in 
the testimony expected from them. I have full confidence 


~ 
fo) 


that the Chair will not entertain any testimony that would 

| be in any way, in any possible conflict, with the intent 
of this Comittee, if my motion passes, so that my anever 
would be that if the Chair feeis that this teatimony would 
not in any way get involved in the area that some of us 
have expressed concern about, I would not object to receiving 
that testinony. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Waldie. 

MR. WALDIE: I would be very interested in the testi- 
| mory, but only as it bears in the issue that Mr. Weissich 
| brought up at the hearings on capital punishment, and that 

Mr. leavy brought up as to Barbara Graham's confession. 

As I understand it, that isn't the purpose of this 
| 
| 
| 


inguiry. The inquiry ie to determine if legislation is | 
necessary to prevent the submission of evidence. Woy, if | 
we want to extend the seope of it, I frankly would be vtnting 
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to do that, but I think we ought to determine what the scope 
of the fuguiryg wili be ec we can cetermine that. But I 
think ve cought te determine what the ecope of the inguiry' 
willl tbe oc we can determine the relevancy of the testinony. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I don't kmow if you were here 
when I cttempted to expiain the relevancy of brs. Cates’ 
teetimony. 2 I understend it, or as I would axpect it to 
be umlersteed, many people, if they were convinced that 
Burbare Graham hed confessed her guilt ct come tine prior to 
| 


o or o82 aA Fe A YN FE 


her execution, would be inclinec to dlamiss this other ques<- 
tion of whether or not she bac « fair trial az being just an 
atedemic point and since the matter of whether 2 confession 
was wede has been brought up, since Mre. Cotes has some 
information gbout thie question, it seems to me that just 

by way of clearing the air, so te speak, it will be well for 
us to have thie point cleared up, to the extent that we can 
clear it uw, ond then ve can go forward vith the probles toat 
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may be oresented to us. 
MR, wibDEE: Well, ie thet the purpose that M. 


no - 
oO 0 


telesich is herve, for invtance, to rebut thie testimony? 
CEA TAM O'CORMEIL: I don't know vhy he is here. 
ai. ALJEN: Me. Velesion Le here st uy request in 
relation to the vase thing. I aseumw that if mee. Cutes 
tectifies, we oan bear Mr. Weiseich today. 
CHATARAN O'CONMELL: Me. Vaidie. 
Mi. WALMGZE: Did you ask Mr. Leavy ales, Mr. Allen? 
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MR. ALLEN: No, I didn't understand what we vere 
getting into here or I would have. 

MR. BURTON: well, the question is before the Com- 
mittee, Me. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All right. The motion is to 
receive the evidence which Inspector srnaud has presented 
and to defer further examination of witnesses until an 
opportunity has been afforded all interested persone to 
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appear and testify, if they choose to, about any matter 
presented by the transcript in question, is that right? 

MR. BURTON: In essence, yes. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All right. A411 those in favor 


think that means you will not be allowed to testify this 
afternoon. I am sorry. 

MR. MONTGOMERY: May I, for the sake of the record, 
say, that I was unaware -~ that I am here under subpoena 
and I was unaware that this hearing was even contemplated 
until I read Mr. McDonald's account of it on Friday morning, 
and that I was totally unaware that I was expected to be 
here 28 a witness until served vith a subpoena Friday after- 
noon about 3:15. Exactly what I am expected to testify to 
hem iI do not imow. I will sey for the record I have made 
a complete analysis of the statement, a copy of which I have 
had for over four years, and of that trial transcript page 


| 


by page. 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Kilpatrick. 

MR. KILPATRICK: I'd like to inguire as to the 
Cate of thie transeript we have here and before whom it was 
taken? Or do we have that? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I think the Inspector gave the 
Cate as June 3, 1953. 

MR. ARNAUD: Yes, June 4, 1953, 3:47 p.m. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And the names of the people 
present were already read into the record. 

MR. ARNAUD: Yes, that's right. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Suppose we have a continued 
hearing on this matter here in Sacramento at 2:00 o'clock 
one week from today, that would be March 28, is that sat-~- 
isfactory? Could you return here on that date? He says 
that he can. I think the subpoena with which you have been 
served can be continued to that date, so you are instructed 
to return here then at 2;00 o'clock next Mondey, March 28th, 
do you understand that, Mr. Montgomery? 

MR. MONTGOMERY; Yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Burton. 

MR. BURTON: Pirst, Mr. synaud, see if you can prov 
the staff with the names and afidresses of those persons that 
were present at the time this statement vas taken so that 
we can have at least one of them present, also, before this 
Committee, that was also present at the time this statement 
was taken. 


| 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: They can 411 be reached through | 
the Los Angeles Police Department, the Burbank Police Depart-' 
ment or the los Angeles District Attorney's office. 

MR. ARNAUD: Yes, I believe so. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: The District Attorney whose 
name he mentioned, whet is it? 

MR. ARNAUD: Adolph Ajexander, Assistant Chief 


Deputy, Los Angeles County. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Is he now a Superior Court 
Judge? He is a Municipal Court Judge in los Angeles. I 


MR. BURTON: I would assume, too, the Chair would 
ask Mr. Montgomery to make available to the staff the 
specific pages that you have felt might be worthy of 
comparison? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: I am prepared to do that now, and 


| for the edification of the genfeman from San Jose, there is 


no reference, I have nothing dealing with J. Milier leavy, 
I have no quarrel with J. Miller leavy. I have nothing in 
| here that mentions his name in any respect. It's simply a 
comparison of John True's original confession as compared 
with vhat he later testified to and it's going to take him 
monthe to dig it out. 

MR. BURTON: Well, but my point is, could you 
| make available to the staff today some of this so that we 
Gan independently attempt to go through the process of trying 


a ee 


| 
| 
think we can reach him ali right. 
| 
| 
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to verify - 

MR. MONTGOMERY: By page, no. I haven't that with 
me today. 

MR. BURTON: Well, I assume that the Chair would 
ask you to meet with the staff after the meeting so they 
can see what portions of your analysis can be subject 
independent analyses. 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Well, if you went to understand me, 
Mr. Burton, if I am going to go cut on a limb here and draw | 


o on foo aF A NY FF 


certain comperisons, I only want to do it for a public record 


~~! 
oO 


I have run inte this once before. If it's going to be said, 


bt 
_ 


it will be said there and not in som back room. 
MA. BURTON: we didn't understand e¢ach other. 
didn't intend that it be said in some back roon. 


HY 
a w 


mind handing me this document and let the record show that 
the witness, Inspector Arnaud, has presented to the Chairman 
of this Committee the statement of John Lawson True, taken 
on June 4, 1953, at San Prancisesc. Thank you, inspector. 

I understand that Mre. Cates is here now. Would 
she come forward, please? 


| 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Inspector Arnaud, would you - 
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BARBARA KM CATES, 

was Called as e witness before the Coumittee, 

having been duly sworn on oath by the Chair~ 

man, testified as follows: 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Would you give your name end 
adadvess for the record, please? 

MRS. CATES: Barbara M. Cates, 1012 Redwood Highway, 
South Ukiah. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mrs. Cates, you are a regis- 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| tered nurge, are you not? 
MRS. CATES: Yes. | 
| 
| CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And at one time you vere ~ 
| 
| 
| 


at San Quentin Prison in this State, is that correct? 
MRS. CATES: Yes. 
CHATRMAN C'CONNELL: For how long were you employed 


MRS. CATES: -.pproximately 15 months. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Could you give us the dates of 
your euployment at San Quentin? 

MRS. CATES: I was there in January, 1955, to 
Cetober, 1956, I believe. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And it was during that time 
thet the execution of Barbara Graham took piace? 

BRS. CATES: Yes, sir. 

CHATRMAN O'CONNELL: Do you recall the date it vas? 

MRS. CATES: It was in June, the 5th, I belsew, 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Ané@ were you assigned in any 
vay assigned to Barbara Graham? During the time that sh- 
was in San Quentin? 

MRS. CATES: You mean prior to her coming over from 


Corona? 


MRS. CATES: No, I had no contact whatever prior 
to her coming from Corona for execution. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: When did you first have any 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, yes. 


| 


MRS. CATES: The afternoon that she came over from 
Corona, directly into the gas house. 
CHAIRMAN O'COMMELL: And how long was that before 


her execution? 
MRS. CATES: It war 4:00 o'clock that afternoon, I 


contact with Barbara Graham? 


believe. If I remember correctly, I reported to the prison 
about 3:15. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: At 3:15 p.m.? 

MRS. CATES: Yee. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: On what date? 

MRS. CATES: what date was she executed? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, you said June 5th? 

MRS. CATES: It was on the Sth, then, it was the Ath. | 
It was the day before her execution. 





CHAIRMAN C'CONNELL: And at what time did the 
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| 

execution take place, as you best recall? | 
MRS. CATES: Fairly close to noon, fairly close to 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: You were with her at all times? 
MRS. CATES: Yes, I was. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: From approximately 4:00 o'clock 
4 until she was taken to the gas chamber on June 5th? 
MRS. CATES: I was with her from the time she entered 
the door of the gas chamber until she went out in the 
mortuary wagon. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Now, when you say the door 
of the gas chamber -- 
MRS. CATES: Gas house chamber house then. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Let's go at it this vay. hen 


she vas first brought to San Quentin, where was she lodged? 
MRS. CATES: In the gas chamber. Now, is this for 


execution purposes? I mean, she had been there as a 


prisoner. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Now, let's not consider any 


she initially lodged? 
MRS. CATES: She went directly to the gas chanber 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And is there a cell there? 
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MRS. CATES: There are two cells, and she vas 1 
in one of them in the gas house. 

CHAIRMAN O'COMNEIL: And you, as a registered nurse, 
were then assigned to Barbara Graham at the moment that she 
was placed in that cell, is that correct? 

MRS. CATES: Well, actually, Mr. O'Connell, Warden 
feets called me in to give me the ward, in fact, and he told 
me that Mre. Graham would be coming up to San Quentin and 
he asked we if I would volunteer. He said, I can't force 
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you to accept, I can't assign you to the death watch with 


~ 
© 


her, but I woulé very much appreciate it if you would, and 
I told him that I would. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, you were then with 


~ Y 
wa wo 


Barbara Grahem from the time she was placed in this cell 


~ 
is 


adjacent to the gas chamber itself? 
MRS. CATES: I was with her from the time she entered 


~ YY 
2 OQ Oa 


the front door of the green howe. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Until the time she vas 


~ 
© 


executed? 
MRS. CATES: Until the time her remains went out 
the gate. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: At any time during this period, 
did Barbara Graham confess to you any part in the mirder of 
| Yabel Monahan? 
| MRS. CATES: No, sir, she did not. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Or the murder of any other person? 


| 
| 
| 
| 


U, S. COURT REPORTER 
431 Post OFFICE BUILDING 
SACRAMENTO 5, CALIFORNIA 





MAS. CATES: No, sir, she did not. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Were there other people who 
talked to Barbara Graham during thie period? 

MRS. Cates Oh, yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONMELL: And who were those other 





persons? 

MRS. CATES: Well, the warden, Dr. Walcott, the 
medical officer, her attorney. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Mathews? 

MRS. CATES: Yes, Mr. Mathews. The two Catholic 
prieats, Fr. McAllister and the other Father that was 
there at the time and one of the sergeants that brought 
us our ice cream that we had early that morning, you know. 
They were there. And another sergeant that had been on 
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| duty prior to this first sergeant, they were in and out just 


~ 
o> 


to check and see if we needed anything. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Did you overhear conversations 
that took place between Barbara Graham and all of these 


~ fF 
© oO NX 


visitors? 
MAS. CATES: Yes, sir, with two exceptions. The 
| priests and Warden Teetse had told me that Barbara could see 


no nN WN 
oo - © 


the priests alone. I mean, not to say alone, but privately, 
such as the celi would afford and when her attorney visited 
|her, I stayed back of a little kitchen on a chair where I 
‘coud wateh where I could make sure that nothing was passed 
between the two, at the Warden's instructions. In other 
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| words, she could talk quietly to her attorney, and I could 
| not hear their conversation. 





CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: On the occasion of Warden 
fTects' visits, vere you alse present? 

MRS. CATES: Oh, very definitely. 

CHATRMAN O'CONNELL: Did you hear ali of the con- 
versation that took place between Warden Teets and Barbara 
Graham. 

MRS. CATES: Yes, sir. I felt at the time it was 
like you would do with a male doctor and a woman patient, 
it was a courtesy to be present, so there could never be 

| any reflection and I was never asieed not to be. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Did you understand that Warden 


MRS. CATES: Oh, yes. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Did he tell you that he wanted 


you present at amy time he vas with her? 

MRS. CATES: Well, he told me he wanted me with her 
at all times. One of the two of us, myself or the matron. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And were there any times when 
| the matron was present when you were not? 

MRS. CATES: Yes, I imagine several times, maybe 
2 or 3, for just a soment. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: During those times, do you 
know whether it was possible that Barbare Graham had 


| 
Teete wished it that way? 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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MAS. CATES: No, she did not. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Do you know this to be a fact? 

MRS. CATES: Yes. In other words, I stepped back 
| to wash my hands or pour some coffee for both of us, and 
the mtron stepped over to vatch Barbara to see that there 
was no harm done to her or by herself. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONWELL: And do you recall specifically 
the conversations that took place betveen Warden Teets and 
| Barbara Graham? 

MRS. CATES: The oniy specific vord I can remerber 
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that Warden Teets told Barbara, and something that broke 
me up pretty much at the time, wae when he got the phone 
Cail that said that he was to go ahead, to hurry up and 
execute her so that the other two could get executed, he 


HH YP 
a wo F- 


14 
15 | came over and he patted her shoulder and he said, “I'm 
16 | sorvy, Barbura,” and that's the only specific sentence 
17 | I can remember. I know that a few times during the night 
18 | be came in end he said, “*,e those girls treating you ell 
19 | pight?? Or he'd say, “Ie there anything I can do for you, 
| Barbara?" Well, he kidded her about losing a little weight 
| and looking nice. I think he said something about, well, 
‘vou have lost a little weight since I saw you last," or 
somthing, that was all there was to it. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, was it customary, then, 
for you or the matron to make a record of visitors to 
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CATES: Mr. O'Conmeli, I didn't know what the 
custom was, so I, on my own, made a log similar to nurse's 
note log that you make on a critical patient, or on a 
patient you were having special care on. I did it at the 
time more for my own protection and, well, in case anything 
ever came up, I made this log. 

Also, of course, the officers outside of the door 
that separates the cell from the gas chamber, logged in all 
visitors, but I mean, I made a note about restless, or 
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swoking a lot, and I was, too, or continuously drinising 
coffee, you know, those kind of notes. nd I also noted 


~ 
KH Oo 


all visitors that came .néd what time they went out. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, to sum ali of this up, 


mH 
w wo 


is it your testimony that it would have been impossible for 


~ 
» 


| Barbara Graham to heve made a confession of the slaying of 


~ 
oO 


Mabel Monahan or ony other person during the time that she 
was lodged in this cell adjacent to the death chamber? 

MRS. CATES: She did not make a confession. She 
could not have made a confession, and I think it's very un~ 
fair for them to say she did unless it was made to the 
Father, the two Catholic Priests that visited her. I man, 
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versation with her attorney. I know she was concerned about 
her youngsters and I remenber hearing her say that maybe 
some good will come out of my being kiiled and it will etop 
all this capital punishment. I heard her say that, but I 


wo WwW 
a 


eo 
Oo 


| 
2: that I cannot say. I was able to overhear some of her con-~ 
| 
| 
| 
Lo 





RAY N. MAES 
U, S. COURT REPORTER 
431 PosT OFFICE BUILDING 
SACRAMENTO 5, CALIFORNIA 





o onraea#eerk B&B ND FEF 


46 


honestly don't believe that she thought she was going to be 
executed, that evening when the attorney was there, close to 
niGnight, or so, and I didn't think she would be, either. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Do you have anything further 
that you would like to add at this point? 

MRS. CATES: Wo, sir, except very definitely this 
girl did not confees to anything, I am sure, unless it was 
to the two Fathers, two Catholic priests there. I know that 


for a fact. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Allen. 

MR. ALLEN: This is during the time you were with a 
| 

| 


you know that? 
MPS. CATES: Yes, sir. That was from the time ahe 
entered the prison until the time her body went out the door 
for execution. 
CHATRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Bane. 
MR. BANE: Has the witness been sworn in? 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Yes, she has. 
MR. BANE: When was the first time that you had 
ever discussed this Barbara Graham case with any member of 
| this Committee? 
MAS. CATES: That is, the people up here? 
MR. BANE: Any of the people here. 
MRS. CATES: I never have with any mexber of the 
Committee. 
MR. BANE: When did you mow first that you were 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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going to testify before this Comittee? 
MRS. CATES: I was asked Friday evening if I would 
be willing to testify. 
MR. BANE: who asked you then? 
MRS. CATES: By Mrs. Fury, who I understend is 
Mr. O'Connell's secretary. 
MR. BANE: How much of a discussion did you have 
with her at that time? 
| MRS. CATES: Just if I would be willing to teatify, 
wheat arrangements could be made for transportation, that 
sort of thing. Oh, and elso, she said she didn't imow 
whether Mr. O'Comell, whether he would want me here, but 
| she thought he might, and also, she wanted to know if i 
| 
| 


would be willing to testify. 

MR. FRANCIS: It is my understanding that there 
hasn't been any confession, that any confession was made by 
Barbara Graham to the Catholic priests, is that correct, 
to your knowledge? 

MRS. CATES: I am sure the priests would never say. 
| That's why I am in no position to say no, this girl did not 
confess, because what she told the priests is between her 
and the priest and God, but she did not confess to anyone 

other than possibly the priest. 
vp, FRANCIS: Well, is it your testimony, then, that 
| you can positively say that Barbera Graham did not confess 
to Warden Teets while you vere present while she was in the 
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gas chamber house? 

MRS. CATES: Mr. Francis, she did not confess to 
Warden Teets while she vas in the gas chamber house period. 
Because when Warden Teets was present, I was present, and 
I was there when the other visitors were there, too. Be- 
cause for some reason, we seemed to hit it off, and I don't 
know, I was too upset to get any rest, and we got along fire, 


| and we both smoked and drank coffee all night. 


MR. FRANCIS: Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Apparently, there are no more 
questions, and thank you very much, Me. Cates, for coming 


here. 
MRS. CATES: Thank you, sir. 
CHAIRMAN O'COMMELL: Me. Weissich. 
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WILLIAM O<; WEISSIC HA, 
was called as a witness before the Conmittee, 
having been duly sworn on oath by the Chair- 
man, teatified as follows: 
MR. ALLEN: For the record, I'd like to sey that both 





of these gentlemen are here at my request. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: State your name for the record? 
MR, WEISSICH: William 0. Weiseich, 

¥~E~I-8-S-I-C-H. District Attorney of Marin County. Do 


| 
you wish to proceed by quéstion and ansver, Mr. Chairman? | 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, I don't know what you are 
here to testify to. I did read the newspapers that prior to 
his death, the late Warden Teets did tell you, according to 
e representation made by J. Miller leavy, and confirmed by 
yourself, that prior to, just prior to her execution -- 

MR. WEISSICH: Well, that's one matter I'd like to 
straighten out. 

No one at any tine has ever contended that this 
confession wan made just prior to her execution. 

| CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, then, do you vant to tell 
jus when, why, and under vhat circumstances the confession 
22 | was made, go far as you know? 

MR. WEISSICH: I'd be glad to tell you all I kmow 

about it. If I may, I'd like to read from a letter I wrote 
i. December 15, 1959, to Mr. William W. “elker, who was 
| collaborating with Mr. J. Miller Leavy at that time, I don't 
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know whether he still is, on an article on this cate. 
MR. BURTON: Excuse me, do you have a copy of the 






letter. 
' MR. WEISSICH: Yes, I'd be very happy to leave that 
with you. Shell we proceed, Mr. Chairman? 
CHAIRMAN ©'CONNELL: 
MR. WEISSICH: On Friday, August 30, 1957, two days 
prior to the death of darden Teets, he and I drove to San 








Yes. 








Francisco, together, to attend a meeting at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Attorney General's office. 
At that meeting, Assistant attorney General Theodore 
Westphall was present, together with, I believe deputies 
Attorney General William Bennett and Ario Suith. The subject 
of the meeting was to discuss the question of whether or 
not condemned inmate Caryl Chessman should be furnished 
16 | with a typewriter for use in his cell on condemned row at 
17 | San Quentin prison. 
18 Chessman's typewriter was then and still is, as of 
19 | December 15, 1959, in my possession as evidence in connection 
20 (with the smuggling of the manuscript for Mr. Cheseman's book, 
21 a Face of Justice," from San Quentin Prison. 
| 
22 The position of the representatives of the Attorney | 
| 
| 


























General was that Chessman should be furnished with the type- 

24 ‘writer. I refused to return the typevriter in my possession 
las Chesaman. Warden Teets was in effect instructed to fur~ 

nish a typewriter to Chessman. 
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During the course of his conversation with me, he 
| 
| 
| 
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Following the meeting, Warden Teets and I had lunch 
| had lunch at Pisherman's wharf with several deputies Attorney | 





General, including, I believe, the men who were present at 
the meeting. Following lunch, Warden Teets and I drove to- 
gether to San Quentin prison. En route to Marin County, 
Warden Teets and I discussed the subject matter, and the 


conclusion arrived at in the Attorney General's office with 
veapect to Chessman's typewriter. The Warden at the meeting 

















had appeared to me to be disturbed and upset at having to 
male a typewriter available for Chessman, and en route to 
Marin County, he so expressed himself. 


expressed the wish that he could exercise independence of 
Judgment concerning the typewriter, as I had done at the 
meting, but explained that he was an agent of the state 
and was subordinate to the head of the Department of Correc- 
tions and to the Departwent's legal advisor, the Attorney 
General, and he would therefore have to comply with the 
suggestions of the Attorney General. 

In the course of conversation, Warden Teets dis- 
cussed the burden of his office in connection with the 
handling of condemed inmates, and among other things, eos 
that it was a terrible burden to him to have the knowledge | 
that Barbara Graham had orally expressed her guilt to him | 
in the pistol-whipping murder of Mra. Mabel Monahan. | 
i expressed surprise that Barbara Graham had confessed to the 

ees 
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murder and asked the Warden why he had not made that fact 
| public in view of the controversy which existed in California 
a8 to whether an innocent woman had been convicted of murder | 
i tole him I thought that he ought to make the fact | 
of the confession public and asked him for his reagon for 
not doing so. He replied in egubstance that he conceived it 
to be his duty ae Warden to execute and carry out the order | 
of the Courts and not to concern himseif with any questions 
concerning the innocence @r guilt of condemmed inmates. 
| lie stated thet these were matters with which 
| the Department of Corrections was not officially concerned | 
| and that he felt it would be improper of him to become in- 
volved in any public controversy concerning innocence or 
guilt. 
The foregoing is the substance of what Harley Teete 

told me concerning Barbara Graham's confession, as yell as 

I ean recall it, considering the time that has passed. I 

can add only that upon my return to my office, on August al 
I advised my chief Assistant, Roger PF. Garrity, concerning 
the conversation with Waréen Teete and he can recall that i 
so advised him. I have never before made this matter public 
Gue to the fact that I felt Warden Teets spole to me in 
confidence; however, now that the Director of Corrections, 
Richard MeGee, has given permission to Associate «arden 

iewvis Nelson, to wale the sawe matter public, I feel that 


one is no further restraint upon my doing zo. 
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In reply to several questions that you have put to 
we in your ietter of December 11, 1959, I advise as follows: 

The only reason I can think of that caused Warden 
Teets to tell me about the confession is that he was upset 
over what happened in the Attorney General's office, and 
was explaining the various kinds and types of burdens that 
he had to bear due to being Warden of San Quentin Prison 
in dealing with condemned inmates. I have never heard eny- 
thing about any oral confession of Barbara Graham prior or 


' 


| 
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gubsequent to that conversation with Harley Teets, except 


~ 
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froma whet Associate Warden Nelson has since told me con- 
cerning a conversation of his with arden Teets on the 
same subject. 

I do not know whether warden Teets advised his wife 
of the confession, we do not have the present address of Mrs. 
Teets. I do not recall whether Teets told me when Barbara 
Graham confessed with respect to the date of her execution. 

The only other detail, I can add is that the cate of 
my conversation with Teets is firmly established, because 
my desk calendar shows the dete and hour of the meeting in 
the Attorney General's office, and I have been extremely 
conscious ever since I heard of Warden Teet's death, of the | 


hie death. 


meeting at the Attorney General's office with relation to | 
A® a matter of fact, I have often vondered whether 


| the blow the Warden had to take with respect to Cheasman's 


\ 
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typevriter had any causal connection with his death. I know | 


| that he felt very strongly concerning Cheseman's writing for 
publication, and was quite concerned about the two manuscript 
that had been smuggled out of the prison in spite of the 
extra-ordinary precautions that had been exercised to poevent | 
it. | 

And, of course, the fact that Teets edvised me of 

the confession made to him by Barbara Graham has been quite 
alive in my mind ever since I learned of it. This is 


| especially so in view of the book and motion pieture titled 


o or 82 AF A HN FEF 
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"tS Vant to Live.” 
So, in view of the information I received from Teets 


mH 
aw ow 


I have always feit that it was unfortunate that the administra- 


~ 
> 


tion of justice in the State of California should be sub jec 


~ 
ol 


to the false impression conveyed by the book and the motion 


~ 
Q 


picture. 
Trusting that the foregoing will be of some value, 
| J remain, very truly yours. 
How, that is all I imow about this subject, mm. 


0 ~~ FY 
oo fm NX 


| O'Connell. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Waldie has 2 question. 
MR. WALD Do I understand, Mr. Weissich, that on 

Decenber 15, 1959, vas the first time you told anyone else 


no WO ND WD 
» aA YD Fe 


about your conversation with warden Teets? 
MR. WEISSICH: Wo, that is not true. 
MR. WALDIE: When wae the first time you told anyone 


no WwW 
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@lse about that? 

MR. WEISSICH: About a half an hour after the con- 
versation was over, I related it to Mr. Garrity of my alaeatet 
and I believe to my wife yvhen I got home. | 

MR. WALDIE: Did you tell anyone else than those tvor| 

MR. WEISSICH: Wot thet day, I told persons subsequen 
to that. 

MR. WALDIN: When did you first tell Mr. Leavy? 


MR. WEISSICH: February of 1959, at a meeting of 


| 
District Attorneys in Fresno. | 

MR. WALDIE: And what was the purpose of the letter | 
of December 15, 19597 | 


HMR. WEISSICH: Mr. Leavy eskec me if I would discuss 
this problem with My. William Walker who had written an 
article in entitled -~ that appeared in Cavalier Magazine, 
anc it wae entitied, “Exposing the I Want to Live Hoax, ' 
and My. Leavy advised m: that he and Mr. Walker vere col- 
laborating on a book on the Barbera Graham case and he would 
iiie to make this information «a part of the coming book 
and I was asked to write a letter setting forth my recol-~ 
lections in answering the questions that vere put to me by 
Mp. Walker. 

MR. WALDIE: So that December 15, 1959, was the ret 
time you released this for public consumption? | 

WR. WEISSICH: That 19 correct, | 

MR. WAIDIE: Why was that, vhy was it withheld that | 
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MR. WEISSICH: For the reasons stated in my letter. 
Warden Teets spoke to me in confidence. 

MR. WALDIE: Had that confidence gone out of the 
picture on December 15, 19597 

MR. WEISSICH: Yee, it had. 

MR. WALDIE: With his death, did it go out of the 
picture? 

MR. WEISSICH: No, I didn't feel that it had. 

MER. WALDIE: When did it go out of the picture? 

MR. WEISSICH: When Director of Corrections Richard 
MeGee gave permission to Associate Warden Nelson to write a 
similiar letter for the same use to which my letter was put. 

WR. WALDIE: When was that statement, December i5, 
1959? 

MR. WEISSICH: No, Mr. MeGee has the letter here, I 
think it was about three weeks or a month pricr to that. 

MR. WALDIE: Why did Mr. Leavy, when he testified 
before the Senate Commission say that, “I am now authorized 
for the first time to make public a declaration that 


Barbara Graham testified,“ this was in 1960, "that Barbara 


Graham confessed." Why do you say this is the first time I 
am authorized -- 

MR. WEISSICH: She confessed when, in March? 

MR. WALDIE: No, he testified in March of 1960 
before the Senate Coumittee, and he said, ‘for the first time 
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My. Weissich has authorized me to make this public." 
MR. WEISSICH: He did not so testify. 
MR. WALDIE: Didn't he so say that for the first time 


he was authorized to make this public? | 

MR. WEISSICH: No, he did not. 

MR. WALDIE: Did he say anything, for the first time 
now this will be made public? 

MR. WEISSICH: That he did say. 

MR. WALDIE: Wow was that the first time that it was 
made public? 

MR. WEISSICH: So far as I am aware, yes. 

MR. WALDIE: What happened to your letter of 
December 15, 1959, didn't they publieh this exposing the 
“I want to live hoax." 

MR. WEISSICH: Phat was published prior to this 
lietter, it's another book that I understand wae then and is 





still being written by Mr. Walker and it was Mr. Walker and 
Mr. Leavy's desire that this matter be released with the 
publication of that book. 

MR. WALDIE: And that book hasn't been released yet? 

MR. WEISSICH: Not so far as I know. 

MR. WALDIE: Was it your desire that it be withheld 
until the book was released? 

MR. WEISSICH: It wae not my desire in any direction. 
I felt that the matter was none of my business actually. 

MR. WALDIE: Well, you must have felt it was your 
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business to authorize Mr. Leavy to release it to the Senate 
Commi t tee ? 

MR. WEISSICH: I did not authorize Mr. leavy to 
release it. 

MR, WALDIE: Did you have an opportunity to read Mr. 
Briar's column bringing up this entire question as to the | 


ethics involved? 





MR. WEISSICH: I read it the day it was published. | 





o on og oO FPF A DY FH 


MR. WALDIE: Do you agree with the sentiments 






~ 
oO 





| 
expressed in that column? | 
| 





MR. WEISSICH: I agree that these matters should be 


~ 
~ 













revealed to the public. 


~ 
w 













MR. WALDIE: Well, why didn't you reveal them prior 


~ 
Ww 





to 1960? 


~ 
> 






MR. WEISSICH: Well, Mr. Waldie, let's look at it 


~ 
ol 







1 am not connected with the Department of 





this way. 







Corrections and when I learned things because of my position 


as District Attorney concerning things which occur within 






the prison that are revealed to me in confidence, I do not 






think that it is my duty or prerogative to release it. 





21 MR, WALDIE; Now, if Mr. Leavy had not released this 





information before the Senate Comsittee, would you have 







released it? 





24 MR, WEISSICH: Certainly not. I had completed my 








testimony before the Senate Committee and had sat down ani 







never spoke one word about this, had no intention of doing se 
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MR. WALDIE: Do you think Mr. Leavy then abused your | 
confidence by releasing and making it public mowledge? | 

MR. WEISSICH: I do not. Mr. Leavy vas requested by | 
the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee to release 
this information and like myself at the moment, he was a 
witness and had to do so. 

MR. WALDIE: Were you requested by the Chairman to 
release it? 


MR. WEISSICH: I was not. 
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MR. WALDIE: Would you have released it had you been 


KP 
Ky oO 


requested? 
MR. WEISSICH: Certainly I would. 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Burton. 


Ky FY 
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MR. BURTON: Do you recall having asked Warden Teets 


~ 
ol 


about the time and place that Barbara Graham -~ 





MR. WEISSICH: No, I am sorry, I have been asked 
that question by dozens of newspaper people and i have no | 
recollection as to whether Harley Teets told me when the | 
confession took place or whether he didn't. My mind is a | 
blank on the subject. 
MR. BURTON: Did you ask Warden Teets if he made any | 
private notation in a diary or some other document about this | 
confession? 
MR. WEISSICH: No, I had assumed that Warden Teets 
had made some vritten record of this because the Department 


| 
| 
| 
of Corrections is very careful about recording things in 
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writing. I think usually with about twenty copies and after | 


I talked to Miller Leavy, I was requested to see if I could 
find anything of a documentary nature to substantiate that, 
but I understand there is nothing in writing anywhere in the 
Department of Corrections file. At least there wasn't until 
after the Senate Judiciary Hearing last veek. 

MR. BURTON: Can you tell the Committee as 
precisely as you can the exact statement or statements made 
by Warden Teets to you? 

MR. WEISSICH: I can't do so, anymore than I have 
done in the first paragraph of page two of my letter. This 
letter was very carefully written and I have tried to be as 
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wo 


accurate as I can, but I would not purport to quote Warden 


~ 
Ww 


Teets' exact words. I can still visualize where ve vere 


~ 
ip 


when the conversation took place. There is a question in my 


~ 
ol 


mind as to who was driving, whether he was or I was, but 
this took place on the Green Brae Sridge, on Highway 101. 
But the exact words, no I am sorry. 

MR. BURTON: Do you recall whether he deait with the 
ultimate fact to her guilt, what he felt about the roly that 
she played in the crim? 

MR. WEISSICH: The substance of what he said was that 
Barbara Graham had confessed to him that she was guilty of 
Mabel Monahan's murder. Beyond that I would not care to go. 
I couldn't go. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Did you have a press conference 
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some time after, a week ago last Wednesday, in which you, in 
response to questions put to you by members of the press, 
indicated that Warden Teets had described in some detail how 
Barbara Graham had confessed to him about pistol whipping 
Mabel Monahan until -- 

MR. WEISSICH: Until her brains ran out? 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Yes, and that sort of thing? 

MR. WEISSICH: No, Warden -- Associate Warden Nelson 


o oOo nN Oo oO FP WA WD FS 


I think is the one who made that statement and the press has 
asked me if Warden Teets had made a similar statement to me, 


~ 
oO 





and he did not. He did not go into those gory details or I 


~ 
~ 


think I would have remembered them, that's rather a graphic 


Mo 
a w 


description. 
MR. BURTON: What did Warden Teets die of, may I ask? 
MR. WEISSICH: Heart attack. Ag far as I'm aware, he 


~ 
oa 


died sitting in his living room at his house in San Quentin 
Prison, sitting in his easy chair reading a magazine. They 
didn't find his body until the next morning, as I recall it. 
MR. WALDIZ: Was December 15 of last year the first 
time that you reporied any of these facts, is there any other 
times you have recorded any of the facts of this statement 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


with Warden Teets? 
MR. WEISSICH: No, this is the first and only 


writing by me on this subject that I can recali. I 
expect it to be the last. 
MR. BURTON: It's a difficult area to resolve. 
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62, 
MR. BANE: In your letter you made some couments | 
there about that you felt it was possible that the typewriter 
incident was the result that could have contributed to the | 
cause of Mr. Teets' death. | 
MR. WEISSICH: Well, I am not a physician. 
MR. BANE: This is your own opinion, I understand 






MR. WEISSICH: Well, he was extremely upset, flushed, 
obviously disturbed over it. He died two days later, and as 
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| 
@ layman one wonders sometimes whether the pressures that 4 | 
man like Warden Teets has to undergo, that there might be | 
some day be a straw that breaks the camels back. | 






~ 
~ 










~ 
w 





~ 
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MR. BANE: Do you have -- did you ever notice at any 





~ 
> 


other time that the warden was upset easily or otherwise? 
MR. WEISSICH: The only other time I saw the warden 
upset was on the night of January 12, 1952 when two of his 
officers had been murdered by two convicts. I would say he 
was upset that night. 
19 MR. BANE: You don't think that having to furnish a 





~ 
ol 



















typewriter to a convict runs anywhere near the category of 2 
murder? 
22 MR. WEISSICH: Hardiy. 







25 MR. BANE: Would you get upset as he was over 





furnishing a typewriter to a convict? 
25 MR. WEISSICH: I think if I had been through with a 
convict what Warden Teets had been through with Caryl 
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Chessman, involving the anmuggling of two manuscripts that 


were toilet paper vritten, written on toilet paper and the 

like, that I would have been quite perturbed over being 

instructed to give him another typewriter and try it again. 
MR. BANE: As a result, do you think your face would 

get flushed and that you vould die a couple of days later? 
MR. WEISSICH: No, my face gete white when I get 





upset. 
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CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Iet the records show that the 
witness’ face isn't white. 

MR. BANE: Well that might get into other issues. 
Do you think the fact that he was so upset, that might have 
hed some bearing on the comments he made to you about the 


KF YF YP FY 
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prisoners? 
MR. WEISSICH: Which prisoners? 
MR. BANE: About the prisoner Barbara Graham? Do 


~ 
ol 


you think the fact that he was emotionally disturbed could 
have had some bearing on that? 

MR. WEISSICH: I think it might have been the 
occasion for his telling me about thie confession because I 
had been with Warden Teets on many occasions officially, 
Socially, and otherwise and this is the only time he told me 
about this. 

MR. BANE: You don't think the fact that he was 
enotionally upset might have colored his remembrance of the 
association with Barbara Graham? 
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MR. WEISSICH: Well, if you're asking me if I think 


he was having halucinations or delusions, no, I don't think 
so. And as far as his honor and integrity is concerned, 
there is no question in my mind of that at ali. 

MR. BANE: Well, how long prior to the time that he 
had told you about the confession had you revealed it to 
who was it, Nelson? 

MR. WEISSICH: iI believe Director McGee can ansver 
that question for you, but I believe it was -- well, I don't 
want to guess, ask Mr. McGee that. A year before, something 
of that sort, I am not sure. 

CHAIRMAN O'OONNELL: My. Waldie. 

MR. WALDIE: I am sorry, you have given me some of 
these dates before and I didn't jot them down, so if I may 
ask you again. On August 30, 1957 was the first time, or 
the only time Warden Teets told you of this alleged 
confession of Barbara Greham? 

MR. WEISSICH: That is correct. 

MR. WALDIE: Then you had revealed this information 





to other people prior to December 15, 19597 

MR. WEISSICH: That's correct. 

MR. WALDIE: And who vere those people, could you 
tell me again? 

MR. WEISSICH: On August 30, 1957, I revealed it to 
my Chief Assistant, Roger Garrity, and I believe to my vife. 
In February of 1959 I revealed it for the first time to Mr. 
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Miller Leavy, who had prosecuted and convicted Barbara 
Graham. 
MR. WALDIE: And where was that? 
MR. WEISSICH: At a meeting of District Attorneys in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Fresno. | 
MR. WALDIE: Was this a private conversation betveen | 
you and him or was this at a conference of the District | 
Attorneys? 

MR. WEISSICH: <A private conversation after the 
meeting. 

MR. WALDIE: Between August 30th of 1957 and February 
of 1959, only two people shared this confidence with you, 
Roger Garrity and your wife? 

MR. WEISSICH: Well, I wouldn't want to be certain of | 
that, I may have told other people in my office, but I don't 
have any recollection of it. 

MR. WALDIZ: You didn't consider that as an abuse of 





the warden's confidence to give it to your chief deputy? 

MR. WEISSICH: No, I usually try to reveal all 
confidences te my chief deputy in case I drop dead so that 
somebody will still remember. 

MR. WALDIE: You don't put it down in writing, do 
you? 

MR. WEISSICH: Sometimes. 

MR. WALDIE: The only writing in this was almost 
two and one half years later, the only vriting of this 
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conversation? 
MR. WEISSICH: That's correct. I'd like again to | 
point out that this entire matter, from my standpoint, was, and 


in a way still is not my business. We didn't prosecute ror 
convict Barbara Graham, nor Go I have anything to say sbout 
what goee on at San Quentin prison. 

MR. WALDIE: Well, it's become your business because 
you are the one that has injected it, you are the only 
transmission from War@en Teets to the public. 

MR. WEISSICH: No, Associate Warden Nelson is the 
other one, there are two of us. 

MR. WALDIE: There are two of you sharing that 
distinction. 

MR. WEISSICH: That is correct, or burden. 

MR. WALDIE: Well, I suppose it would be a burden. 

MR. WEISSICH: It is. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: You told Mr. Allen, Assemblyman 
fillen about this too, didn't you? 

MR. WEISSICH: I don't believe I ever discussed it 
with Assemblyman Allen until this morning at 10:00 o'clock. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Allen knew about it last 





year, however. 

MR. WEISSICH: OGne can deduce from that that 
perhaps Warden Teets had told other people. 

CHAIRMAN O'COHNELL: All right. Are there any other 
questions of this witness? If not you will be excused, & ink 
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you very much, Mr. Welssich. 
2 MR. ALIEN: Could we have Mr. McGee come forvard? 
3 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Yee. My. Montgomery also wants 


4 |\to be heard. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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was called as a witness before the Committee, 

having been duly sworn on oath by the Chair- 

man, testified as follows: 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: State your name and address 
for the record, please. 

MR. MoGEE: My name is Richard A. MoGee, Director of 
the State Department of Corrections. 

I might say that when this matter became a matter of 
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some public concern a few days ago, I went to San Quentin 
personally with a member of my staff, and copies of all the 
records that we have there that bear upon this particular 
problem, and I might teli you what is in these and you may 


~ 
>) 


ask me questions, if that's suitable procedure, Mr. Chairman. | 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Ail right. 

MR. MecGEE: In the first place, we keep a death vatch 
log on every case. We have such a log in the cage of 
Barbara Graham dated June 2nd and closed on June 3rd, the day 
she wae executed. She was received at the inatitution the 
day before, I believe at about ten minutes after four. She 
was executed the following day at 11:34 and was pronounced 
dead at 11:42. 

The names of all the persons who visited her on 
condemned row, not on condemned row, but in the so-called 
Geath cells, adjacent to the gas chamber, appear on this los. 


| 
| 


They are, generally speaking doctors, the priests, her 
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as anion of | 


attorney, Mr. Matthews was there, a number of the officials 
of the institution from time to time. Warden Teets was there 


first at 5:37 and left at 5:50 on June 2nd. He was there | 


again at 10:38 and presumably remained there -- 10:38 of the | 
3rd, presumably remained there until she vas executed, but it 
doesn't indicate when he left on the file and I would make 
that assumption. 

Now one thing about this particular handling of this 
purticular case that I don't think has been made very clear 
here, I quite agree with the previcus witnesses that such 





confession as has been reported was probably not made during 
these hours on the 2nd and 3rd of June. 

First of all Mre. Cates was present as she has 
testified, also there was a Mrs. Thomas Kieffer was the other | 
woman employed for this purpose and in and out from time to 
time are these many other people. 

However, it was reported to me beck in November 1953 
by her attorney, Al Matthews, that he had reason to believe 
that someone vas either going to try to deliver this yvoman 
from the Woman's Institution which is an open institution, 
it wouldn't be entirely impossible to do, or that somebody 
would try to take her life. We had some other corroborating 
evidence that something untoward was going on, we didn't 
know what. Superintendent Donally down there was apprehensive, 
the employees were apprehensive, and franity I didn't see any 
reason for taking any chances and having a iot of our 
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euployees getting killed over this woman and therefore I vent 


to the Director of Finance and requested some emergency money, 
and arranged to move her to San .uentin for protection. : 

She arrived in San Quentin on November 25, 1953. She 
remained there until June 23, 1954, a period of almost 
exactly seven months. 

During this time she was confined to the hospital 
where we had s small section that was set aside and 
segregated from the men, four cells in this unit. She was 
put in one of them. One of them was used for a shower bath 
because we couldn't very well use the mens' facilities in thig 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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man's institution. Another one was used for the matron to | 
stay in, and another one I believe for storage and | 
miscelianeous purposes. | 
Now, the warden, of course, had many opportunities to | 
talk to Mrs. Graham. At one time, in fact, I went there with 
him and talked with her. Very very briefly, I vent there | 
primarily to see how things were set up and that it was being | 
operated in an orderly and proper fashion. We returned her 
to the Corona Institution on June 23, 1954 because by that | 
time the possible risks seemed to have evaporated and besides | 
that I took the matter to the Ways and Means Committee of 
the legislature and asked them if they vanted to continue | 
the appropriations for some $15,000 a year and they said no. | 
I said that is ali right with me and I just want to do this 
with the knovledge and approval of the legislature. And that 
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we did that, we also consulted with Mr. Roll who was then 
the District Attorney in Los Angeles, and I think Mr. 
Alexander was present at that conference and several of the 
police officers that were involved in this case, and it was 
their opinion that there was no real risk involved, and, of 
course, subsequently thence proved that probably there 
wasn't because nothing happened. 

Then as I indicated a while ago she remained from 
June 23rd, 1954 at that institution, was brought to San 
Quentin a littie less than one year later on June end, 1955 
and as I have already indicated, was executed the following 
morning. On June 26th, 1956, and this is now approximately 
a@ year and some months following that, Louis Nelson who is 
the Associate Warden in charge of custody in this institution 
was reporting another matter to Warden Teets which had to do 


with his having interviewed a condemmed man on October 26th, 


1956, the reason we know that date is because a brief 
incident report was made of this at that time. 

In reporting this conversation with the condemed 
wan, who was in a peychotic state, and who had described 
many of the detaiis of his crime and go on, Mr. Nelson 
reports that he asked the Warden if he should detail this in 
the report and the Warden said no, it's of no particular 
consequence. 

Everybody kmows the fellow is guilty, he confessed 
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once before and repudiated it later, and then Mr. Nelson 
reports that he said that he had been carrying one of these 
things around with him for a long time too. Namely, that 
Barbara Graham had confessed to him that she had murdered 
Mabel Monahan. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Now, wait a minute. Was it 





Nelson to whom the confession was made? 

MR. MoGEE: Mo, if I miepoke, I'm sorry. Mr. Nelson | 
has been talking with the Warden on this particular date | 
about the other case, and incidental to this -- let me finish, 


| 
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my sentence and I will be glad to be interrupted. It was at | 
this jucture that Warden Teets sort of, in justification for 


H~ 
a w 


not putting all of this business in the record, said that 


~ 
> 


Barbara Graham had confessed to him her guilt at some 


~ 
oi 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
previous time. | 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Waldie. 

17 MR. WALDIE: From what is the witnese testifying here? 
| 

| 


~ 
© 


18 CHATRMAN C'CONRELL: I don't know. 

19 MR. WALDIE: Is this a report? 

20 MR. MeGEE: I am testifying from the notes that vere 
21 | made on February 11th when I visited San Quantin and 

22 | interviewed Mr. Nelson and also the Varden who is now there. 
25 MR. WALDIE: Ave these notes your notes on what Mr. 
24 | Nelson told you of this conversation? 

25 MR. MoGEE: Yes. 

26 MR. WALDIE: You don't know anything about this 
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conversation except what Mr. Nelson told you? 

MR. NoGEE: That is all I know. 

MR. WALDIE: May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that we 
ask Mr. Melson to appear before this Committee. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Yes. Nr. Burton. 


MR. BURTON: This is hearsay twice removed now. | 

MR. McGEE: I have a letter that Mr. Nelson wrote to. 
Mr. Walker on the same subject matter that Mr. Weissich is | 
reporting on and I will be glad to give this letter to you. 

MR. WALDIE: What is the date? 

MR. McGEE: It's dated November 6, 1959. 

MR. WALDIE: I wonder if we would have a copy of that! 
for the Committee files? 
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MR. MecGEE: Do you vant me to read it to you, and 


~ 
> 


| 
| 
| 
| 


give you e copy of that, it's the only one I have on hand. 
It's addressed to"Mr. William W. Walker, la Morada, Califo ° 


ht 
oi 


Dear Mr. Walzer: I have received your letter of October 26, 
1959 relative to a conversation I had with the late Harley 6. 
Teets when he was then Warden of San Quentin Prison. In | 
connection with this conversation it may be borne in mind 
that my recollection is hazy regarding Gistinct times and, | 
therefore, can only relate the {ist of the conversation. 
Some time during the year 1956 I was in the office 
of the late Warden Teets and a conversation centered as it 
often did around the men on condemmed row. Particular 
discussion was held regarding an inmate who wast on condemned 
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row at that time who had confessed to me the details of his 
crime and which I related to the Warden. 

We discussed whether the details should be made 4 
part of the person's record and it was the decision of the 
varécen at that time that little or any benefit could obtain 
froma the revelation of the confession. At that time the 
Warden told we that he had been carrying around e« confession | 
from the late Barbara Graham relative to the killing of 
Mabel Monahan. 

He told me that Barbara Graham had confessed to hin 
how she had pistol whipped fs. Mabel Monahan until she was 





dead. The details relative to the commission of the crime 
I do not remember. 

I related this confidence to no one until recently 
when it was brought out that Mr. Teets had made a similiar 
statement to the District Attorney of Marin County nearly a 
year later. 


the story related by Mr. Weiasich. I trust you will under- 
stand my position in this matter, but since you have asked 
the question and I have been given permission to answer, 

above are the facts to the best of my recoliection. 3igned 


| 
I am only willing to repeat it now to corroborate 


iouis *. Nelson.” 

MR. WALDIE: Mr. Chairman, this has become extremely 
interesting. Mr. Weissich says that he revealed his 
confidence when Mr. Nelson had revealed his. Now Mr. Nelson 
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says he is revealing his confidence because Mr. Weissich 
revealed his. Perhaps we should ask Mr. Nelson to come 
before the Committee and find out what the story is. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: It seems to me that one month 
or so before Mr. Weissich makes his first public revelation, | 
bia. Nelson is making the revelation based on the prior 
revelation of Mr. Weissich. Mr. Burton? 

MR. BURTON: Mr. MeGee, I merely vanted to note to 
help the record a little, this letter dated Noveuber 6th, 
1959 from Mr. Nelson to Mr. Walker has noted that copies 





were sent to Mr. Leavy, to Warden Dixon, and to Mr. Weissich.| 


It doesn't have any particular meaning, but I do think that 
the record shouid reflect that. 

MR. MoGEE: Yes, I am testifying on the basis of my 
own involvement to this extent. This came to my attention 
some time last October in 1959. I can’t place the exact 
date but it's some time around the middle of the month. At 
that time I talked to the present warden, M. Fred R. Dixon. 
Mr. Dixon had been in telephone conversation apparently with 
Mr. Weissich, or Mr. Weissich had been in conversation with 
Mr. Nelson, I don't know which. This was the first I had 
heard of it. I was somevhat distressed thet this matter had 





not been reported to me and to the Governor at the time that 
the information came to light ami I indicated to the Warden 
my displeasure with this at the time and I since have 
written him a letter to make it quite clear in the record. 
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Mr. leavy, as I was given to understand, and hk. 
Walker, a3 Mr. Weissich has testified, intended to write 
some kind of a book or story or something of the sort, and 
they wanted verification of this rumor that this confession 
had been made to Warden Teets or that Warden Teets had 
reported it at least tc two people and the question being 
asked of we at the time was, what about it, is it all right 
for Nelson to give out this information. 

VR. WALDIZ: When was that? 


MR. MeGEE: October 1959, last October. I said that | 


this is, at this point, heresay, something that went on 
between two people that are dead. If Mr. Neilson wishes to 
reveal this to anybody, that's entirely up to him. At this 
lest stege, at this stage of the game this is a personal 
matter with him. If he wants to reveal it, this is all 
right and that's what he refers to, I presume, in his letter, 
when he says that he has permission to make the statement. | 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Weissich may want to 
interject something here. 

MAR. WEISSICH: The reeson I came up, Mr. Chairman, 
was to try to advise the Comuittee as to the sequence of 
evente vhich apparently Assembiyman Waldie thinks there is 
something peculiar about it. If I may be permitted, I'd 
| like to relate them. 
| CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I think it might be well to get 
that straightened before we go any further. 
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17 
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MR. WEISSICH: All right. In February of 1959, in 
casual conversation at this District Attorneys' meeting in 
Freeno I mentioned this to Miller Leavy for the first time. 
in fact I don't know if I had even met him prior to that 
except maybe once casually and he asked me if I could dig out 
any further information about it. | 

Frankly, I didn't do anything. I then again saw Mr. | 
leavy in June of 1959 at another District Attorneys’ meeting | 
and he again asked me if I would try to fing corroboration or 






something of this story and again I suppose I was derelict in| 






my Guties, and forgot about it. 





Then ir. Waller appears on the scene and -- let me 





Strike that. Mr. Leavy came up to San Quentin to attend the 
execution of Steven Naeh and while be was there he asked the 
Warden thers, I believe he vas referred to Associate Warden 








| 
| 





Acuff, to see if there was any documentary corroboration of 
this and found out thet there vas not. Then kyr. Walker came | 
on the scene and took notes, interviewed min my office, | 
took notes and asied me if I could find out whether Teets had | 
ever mentioned this to anybody else. 

CHATHMAN O'CONNELL: When waa this? 

MR. WEISSICH: This vas probabiy in September or 
@arly October. 

Mi. WALDIEs 19597 

MR. WEISSICH: Yes, 1959. I went down to San 
Quentin to see Warden Dixon, asked him if he knew anything 
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about this confession made by Barbara Graham and he said that | 


| 
he had not been at the prison at the time, he knew nothing | 
about it and he said just a minute, mybe Louis Neleon knows | 
something about it. He was here then. He pressed his buzzer, 


called Mr. Neleon into his office and saic, “Mr. Nelson, Bi11) 
| 
Weissich says that Herley Teets told him that Barbara Grehan | 
| 
confessed prior to her death, did you ever hear anything | 





about this?” And then Belson came cut with the story -- 

MR. WALDIE: When was that? 

MR, WEISSICH: This was in October of 1959. 

MR. WALDIE: This was efter you had given Walker your 
story for his book? 

MR. WEISSICH: 1% was prior to my letter to Walker, 


but it was subsequent to being interviewed by Walker. 


for hie book, you found out Zelson knew somethings about it? 


MR. WEISSICHs That's correct, it was in Octeber of 


| 
| 
| 
MR. WALDI2: After you hac given him the information | 
| 
| 


1959 that I knew for the first time -- 

WR, WALDIE; So you had violated the confidence prior 
to the time you knew Melson had violated the confidence? 

WR, WEISSICH: That is correct, after Teets was dead. 
How, then the problem arose as to whether dir. Nelson could 


have permission from the Lepartment of Corrections to reveal 
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no objection to Br. Kelsen revealing this to Miller Leavy 
and hie writer, Mr. Walker, and that's where we are now, 

MR. WALDIS: I may have misunderstood you, 1 thought 
you said before that the only time you violated this 
confidence was when you found that Mr. Nelson was violating 
the sonfidence and you felt you had the right to violate the 


confidence. 
MR, WEISSICH: No, Mr. Waldie, I dia not give anybody) 





permission to use this material. 1 did not write a letter. 
In fact I told Mr, Walker -- | 

MR. WALDIZ: Wheat was the purpose of your conversation 
| 
| 


with Walker? 
MR, WEISSICH: The purpese of it? 
ME. WALDIE: Yes. 
MR. WEISSICH: To tell him the seme thing I had told 


Leavy. 





MR. WALDIZ: Wheat was your purpose in telling him 

thet, waen't that violating the confidence? 
it. WEISSICH: Wo, I dom't think so. Telling a 

fellow prosecutor something and announcing it to the press 
are two different things. 

MR. WALDIE; How many of your fellow prosecutors did 
you tell it to then? fFrior to the time you discussed it -~- 

MR, WEISSICH: Just the one who had prosecuted that 
particular case, I thought he would be interested, as i 


weuld be, to have someone tell me that someons i had 
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PFOSECSULGG -- 
KR. WALDIE: Flus Garrity? 
WR. WEISSISH: Garrity, yes. 
OUHAIRMAN O'CORBELL: Mr. Burton. 
MR. BURTON: Excuse me, Mr. vKaldie interrupted you, 


Bill. You were going to tell what you told to My. Walker at | 


the time of the intervieyv. 


MR. WEISSICH: I told him at the time of the 
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interview, I told him the same story as i have set forth in 


my letter, but I told him that I did not want te take the 


~ 
oO 





onus of being the only one who could say that Harley Teete 
had made a statement thet Barbara Greham hac confessed. I 
said, very frankly, to use my words, people will say, 
just bloody Bill Weissich apain making up a story,” 
didn't vant to get involved in it unless there was 
corroboretion. 

MR. BURTON: Did you ask that your position at that 
time be off the record? 

MR. WEISSICH: i believe I made it quite clear that 1| 
did not want this material used unless corroboration could 
be obtained, and I hac no idee where it would come fron. 

MR. BURTON: Did you ask him to keep this off the 
record? 

MR. WEISSICH: I believe I did. 

WR. WALDIE, That's pretty atrangs though, Walker 


won't talk about it because he has the confidence -- Nvlson, 
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i beg your parden, and you won't tals about it berause you 
have a confidence, a duty, moral duty and until that 
confidence is violated by somebody else you won't talk about 
it. 
Mi. WRISSICH: Wo, it isn't that eat all, Mr. Waldie. 
Mr. Nelson is in this position, and I am sure Mr. 
MeGee will agree vith me gbout that, Mr. Helson is not free 


&S an employee of the Department of Corrections to reveal 


o non rns nf oh FPF A ND H# 


these matters without the acproveal of his superiors. I am 
under no auch inhibition. I1 owe no obligations to anybody 
except the yoters who @lected me. 

MR. WALDIE: And your moral reluctance to viciate a 
confidence. 


MR. WEISSICH: Well, 1 am mot going to go around 


revealing confidences that have been given to me by people at 


the prison or elsewhere unless it's the proper situation for 
doing so. Unless I have permission in effect from the 
people who give me that confidence. In this inatance, Hr. 
McGee, 

I did not write that letter until subsequent to the 
time that Louls Nelson wrote his. 

MR, WALDIZ: But you gave a press sonrerence -- not 
& presa conference. -~ 

MR. WEISSICH: That was not a press conference. 

Mi. WALDIE: Walker you knew was compiling a book 


and wanted some information on an incident that was surrent 
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rumor throughout the State evidently, and only two people 






knew about it and they were holding a confidence. 












“4h, WEISSIGH: I wasn't aware of that there vas a 














current rumer around the State. 













WALDIZ: Belson seemed to think it was and Mr. 





RR. 


MeGee testified he thought it was. 






CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Assemblyman Allen had slreaedy 







talked about it on the Assembly floor several months earlier, | 


he says. 






10 MR, WEISSICH;: Your proceedings are not very well 









publicized because 1 didn't read about this, 









12 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL; I dign’t even hear it myself, | 








13 BR, ALLEN: You got up and denied it shortly after 








I made the statement. 






15 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, maybe i have a very short 





memory. Kr. Purten, 





17 MR, BURTON: Was your letter of September 15th in 





response to a letter sent to you con or about O:tober c<6th? 








19 MR, WEISSIUH: It was in response to a letter sent 






to me by Kalker. 





Now, as te the date of it, I don't remember 





21 MR. BOURTOR: Did you receive more than one letter on 









or about that time? 









MR. WEISSICH: I have two or three letters from 





Walker in my file down at the office. 






25 MR, BURTON; Would you consider them appropriate to 









bring to the attention ef this ¢ Lttee? 
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MK. WSISS10H;: 1 Rave no objection. You san have 
them if you want them. I don't haye them with me. 
WAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Francis, do you have a 


question? 


MA, PRANCLG: Me, MeGee, what was the first period of 


time that Barbera Graham was incerserated in San .uentin? 
SHAIRMAN C'CCHNELL; ‘Seven gonths before, 
MR, PRANCIS: Theat was fer e period of seven months 
you mentioned in your testimony? 
November 25, 1953 to Juma 23, 1954. 


< they what was the mext ecsasion 





mefore her execution 

end. she grrived there at 4:1. snd was executed eat 12 somethi 
the following morning. 

MP, PRANCIS: and that was in 19557 

MR, MoGEZ; That's right, 196°, 

ER. FRANCIS: Se if there vas 2 confession made by 
Barbara Creaham, it hac to be made on either one of these 
two occations, to Warden Teets, is that ceorrest? 

MR. McGERE; It would have been the only time he had 
an oppertunity to talk te her, to the best of my knowledge. 

MR. PRARCIE: He wouldn't have any other occasion to 


see her cuteide of Ban Quentin? 


| 
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BR. MoGHEE, She was at the Womens' Institution, i 
don't know if amy occasion in which he visited that 
inetitution. 4 

MR. PRANCIS: I have one more question. Under the 
present rules, do you require the Warden to report any 


confessions? 


MN. McGE2:; We have a general rule in the department 


| 
that they must report a1] unusual incidents, and that if they 


are particularly unusual they are expested to do it by 
telephone within 45 hours. 

I have vritten a letter to the Warden here to make 
quite sure that the Warden and his ste*‘f understands that. 
I will read it to you if you want me to. 

MR. FRANCIS: Well, is se confession considered an 
unusual incident? 

MR. McQHE:; vertainly ia when it's a comiemned 
person. <A person who is in a condemned status, of course, 
under our system is never settled until the person is dead, 
so the case is still in a sense in adjudication and these 
matters are matters of sxtreme importance, for public 
reasons and also that the Governor Wants to know everything 
he can about @ case until the execution takes place. 

HR. FRANCIS: What is the date of the order you 
refer to? 

MR. MHcGEE: Well, the order has been in effect since 


about 1945, but in this letter I just wrote him, this letter 
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ordar to 2et it inte the resord, thie letter is 
a5 & mttaer cl fart, that J] had calked to 
the Warden about this immediately when this thing ceame to my 
attention last G&tober. 
C15: Is it a lengthy letter? 

MR. McGEc: Just one page and a paregrayph. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Well, the fist of it is that 
future incidents of thie type sre to be reported as unusual 
oscuranses, is that not true? 


MSGES: That's correct. 





MR. SRANCIS: Well, sinse Ostober of 1959, have you 


instructed the Warden to report any confessions in addition t¢ 


other umusual incidents? 

MR. MoGZe: Yes, sir. And as @ matter of fact, this 
whole thing is cut of character with their tehavior down 
there because frecuently we have people sonfess Grimes for 
whish they have not been tried and these are always reported 
to the appropriate prosecuting agency. 

CHAIRMAN C'OCONBELIL: Nov, based on your knowledge of 
the mean, Harley Teete, do you consider it unusual for him to 
have failed to make such a report of something that Berbers 
Graham had made the purported confession te him? 

MR. MNcGEE: Had he had a confession that in any way 
was formal at all, i would think it extremely wnlikely, i 
would reac the last paragraph of this letter in which I said, 
“we will probably never know the circumstances surrounding 
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this purportec venfeseion in view of the fact that the only 
two persons involved; namely, Are. Graham and Warden Tects 
are both deed. It may be that there were circumstances 
which at least would offer some extenuation for the Warden's 


omission ami I cannot help but believe this is probably 





true. I say this in view of my respect for Warden Teets as 
& man anc a8 a prison varden. His failure to make this 
report is entirely out of character with my experience with 


him over a period of years.” 


o aoaonraoaa&s rt A ND F 


CHALRMAN O GOHNELL: You would agree I take it, Ar. 
NeGee, that if such a confession had been wade that it was 
more provable that it was made on the occasion of Barbara 
Graham's first incarceration at San wuentin? 


MR. McGEE: I don't see how it sould possibly have 





been any other time. It would have been virtually 
impossible ‘or her to heve done it under the circumstances 
existing on June cnd and jrd. 

GHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: And ian't it true that during 
the period after she was removed from San .ventin to 


vorena that she publicly meinteined her innocence that she 





was still resorting to various legel maneuyers which were 


based on the assumption of her innocence? 


CHAIRMAN O°CORNELL: Mr. Burton. 


MR. BURTON: The Warden just -- one final question 


to close that off. Would you consider it important when 


| 
| 
KR. MOGEE: True, 
| 
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you had @ prisoner sonvicted of @ capital crime in the 


available to the State, a confession? 


MR. McGEEZ: I certainly would. In particular, it’s 


process of appealing his case to have this information | 
| 
| 
| 


ef no great consequence to the management of the prison or 


; 
to the direct administration of the Department of Corrections, 
but it is of great consequence to the Governor who has the | 


power of Executive Clemency and i work for the Governor and 
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is kind of information he is entitled to have, and he 
ought to have. 
Mi. BURTON: Would it not be of some advantage to 


~ 
oO 


the Attorney General's office? 





MR. McGEE; Yea, that's right. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Who Was the Deputy Attorney 
General who was at that time representing the people in the 
Graham case? 

MR. McGE2: I really don't remember. 

GHAIRMAR O'COMMELL: Was it Bill Bennett? 

MR. MoGEs; It might have been, thet sounds 
femilier. 

MR, WEISSICH: That was in the cheseman case, 

MR. McGRE;: I don't know, that's the only answer I 
gam give, I don't know at this time. 

GHAIRMAN O'CONHELL: Did you have anything further 
you Wanted to add? All right, Mr. Bane has a question. 

MA. BANE: Mrs. vates teatified that she was under 
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strict orders to he present at all times that Mr, Teets was 


| 
| 
vith Barbeare Graham. Is this a general custom dealing with | 
vomen prisoners like this? | 

| 


MR. McGEE: Yes. Yes, of course. However, we 






haven't had much of an opportunity to establish much of a 
custom, having only executed three women in.the State of 
Salifornia, but we are perticularly carerul about vomen 
because of the great public interest that atiaches to them 
and alac the accusations that might be made of some 
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irregularities and things of that sort so that this is the | 






reason we follow this procedure whether shes ia condemmed or 


not. 






13 MR. BANE; if you follow this procedure, her second 









time, the second time she vas at San .vuentin, wouldn't it 





be logical that the same procedure would nave been followed 





ig | the firet time she was there? 





17 UR. MCGEE: To some extent, yes. But 1 made some | 





18 | imquiry about that the other day, and 1] understand that when 








19 | Be usec to go up and talk to her very often the nurse or the 











20 | female attendant stood where she could see him, but not 
21 | necessarily could hear him. She stood out, where you have 
22 | these four little cells, with a corridor between them and a 
23 | doorway over here. Of course, there vere many people in and 
04 | out of that place during that time. Then the doctor always 
25 | Visited there omce e Gay and the people in charge of the 
26 | watch usually got there at least once a day or during « 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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A. BANE: Except for the information you received 


| 
| 
} 


| 
that she did have with him during her firet day there that | 


that you checked into it, it's possible that the conversation 


she could have canfessed to him privately end no one else | 
vould have heard it? | 

MR. McGEE: I think it's a lot more possible, it | 
would have been a lot mere possible during the time she was | 
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just being held in custedy than those two days, or few hours 











thet she was waiting execution. 


~ 
oO 








~ 
pe 


GHAIRMAN O'CORRELL: Mr. Burton. | 





MAR. BURTON: Are any of the members of your starr 


~ 
w 







ever permitied to establish the kiniof confidential or 


~ 
Ww 









personal relationship with the prisoner where they are given 


bY 
ip 








information that is material to the administration of 


~ 
ol 









justice in this State, yet the person to whom the confidence 


is given is morally free to keep the confidence? Now, I 






don't know. 






19 MR. McGHRE: Well, this is an area of considerable 





20 | sencern. If it's a very material matter and has to do with 





21 | serious crime or public riske or something of this sort, no 






one but the chaplains are entitled to keep such confidences. 






if they are relatively minor matters and the doctor-patient 






relationship between an individual and the paychiatrist or 






between @ case Worker and the person who is trying to 






deal with, we try to train our people to exercise some 
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gudgment about thia. But, 1] cam’. amswer your question yos 
or no, except ve hope that cur people have judgment enough 
to know when s thing is serious enough so that they may not | 





keep the confidence. 

MR. BURTON: If the premise is correct that the 
gonfession if any Wes given almost a year prior to the 
execution and it's further correct that Mrs. Graham vas | 


appealing her case during this period of time, really it 
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would take a great deal of imagination to bring together 









eircumstances that would lead to the conclusion that Warden 


~ 
oO 






~ 
~ 


Teets was not in considerable dereliction of his duty, 





~ 
w 






wouldn't it? 






MR. McGEE: It would if he really had anything. But, 


~ 
Ww 





~ 
oo 





~ 
ol 


but very often people would tell you something and then say, 






| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
this is something about which @ person shouldn't speculate, | 
| 

| 

if? you @ver tell this to anybody, you are just e damn liar | 
| 






ang I wouldn't be surprised but this is just about what 






happenec here. if this conversation is reported that took 





piase, and I have no reason to believe that it didn't and I 







have no proof that it did, but she certainly vasn't making 






any official conressions, otherwise we would have had ii, 





| I am sure, 
25 CHAIRMAN O'CORNZLL: Apparently there are no 
Thank you very much, Mr. McGee. Kr. 










further questions. 










Montgomery you wanted to add something? 
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was called as a Witness before the Committee, 

having been duly svorn on oath by the Chair-~- 

man, testified as follows: 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Would you give your name anc 
address for the record, please? 

MR. MONTOOMERY: Ed Montgomery, 104 Occidental 
Avenue, Furlingeam, Californie. 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: 1 will admonish you, Mr. 


Montgomery, to confine your testimony to this question of 


whether or not a confession may have been made by Barbare 
Graham to Warden Teets, not to go inte any other matters 
that might be appropriate to go into next week. 

MR, MONTGOMERY: I will confine this up to what has 
been seid here since this matter of the confession vas 
brought up. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONHELL: Fine. 

MA. MONTGOMERY: I would like very much to allude, 

I will not at this time, but the mention of J. Miller Leavy 
has com in, I have had reason to believe that he and Walker 
were responsible for the Cavalier article mention, the 
Cavalier article thing, which was something of a hatchet 

job in itself, but what I want to make clear to these 
gentlemen is that this alleged sonfession that has been 
reported that Mr. Teets is supposed to have talked about, is 
entirely incompatible, may I say that the statement 
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attrituted to Harley Teets, the late Harley Teets, for vhom {I 





had considerable respect, i entirely incompatible with 












statements that he meade to me and to others as late as May 
of 1955, @ matter of I believe only three veeks prior to 
Barbera Greham's execution. 

On that occasion, Emmett rerkins had sent for me. Up 
until this time I had gone to see ferkins. I had made | 
repeated vigitsa in and out of San ventin's Death Row | 


o oa nN Oo oT FP A wD KH 


Chamber, interview chamber, both Perkins, Santo, Barbara 





Graham while she was at San Quentin and Barbara Graham while 






~ 
oO 





she was at Cerona. 


~ 
~ 








These are a matter of record. I had left Perkins | 





~ 
w 








for the last time with my final interview with him, with the 





~ 
W 





understanding that if the time came when he thought that he | 


~ 
ip 





should be of help to Barbara Graham, I had impressed upon 


~ 
Ol 






him that if she was innocent, if she were not guilty of this | 





that he owed it to her to come forward vith the true 





crime, 





18 | account of the Mabel Monahan murder. 
19 ke left it om thet basis, that if he decided he | 
| 












20 | wanted to talk he vould send for me. And the day came that 





21 | he did. It was on a Priday afterncon at a quarter to five 





that I received a telephone ¢all from Harley Teets to the 







effect that Emmett Perkins vantedé to see me. 





And I made a ‘phone appointment, this is also a 








25 | matter of cord at San Guentin. I made a firm appointment 







to be there at 1l:\. o'sloek the following Monday morning 
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and io the best of my resolle:tion this occurred ian the early| 
part of May, but as 1 say, it will be 6 matter of record at | 
San .uentin. 

When I arrived at 1llivu ofcliesk I Was escorted into 
the interview Room. There were othere present, there vere 
people present at every interview i had with any of these 
people, and Mr. Perkins was perturbed to the extent of 
provanity over the fact that everyone in San Quentin knew 
that 1 was there and what I was there for. And he was irked 
at the fact that the message had been relayed beck by wey of | 
the Gaptain of the Guard and the guaré on death watch, and 
had been called to nim down to his cell in Death Row. 

AS @ tons@quence, Santo knew that he had sent for me 


and he seid, and he told Kr. Teets anid the man, and he said 


Santo, and he told Kr. Teets and the man then the captain of 





the Guard wae with us, thet Mr. Sante had given him what for | 
over the weekend, had criticized him and given him a bad 

time and had admonished him to keep his mouth shut and not 
te1] me anything. 

And Mr. ierkine apologized for having put me to the 
trouble of having come to San .uentin on what turned out to 
be a dry rum. And I had et that time established that 
Barbara Grahas, G@spite the fact that she writes with her 
right hand, was @ left handed person. From her school days 
up. And I admonished him then, I lit into rerkins by saying, 
‘the isast you could have done was to tell her lawyers that 
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nen teen a 5 a 
she Was left handed ané she cculd not have pistol whipped | 
| 
| Mabel Monahan the way that John True described that she did." 
| 


And he locked up at me with a sort of a wide grin on his 
fase and with considerable profanity he finally got to the 


a 

2 

3 

< 

5 | point and he said, “Montgomery, the old lady was never 

6 | pletol whipped, she was beat with her own cane.” Now Mabel 
7 | Honehan used a cane I believe for approximately ten years. 
g | No sane was found at the seene of the murder, the trial 

9 | transcript is this thick (indicating,, you won't find a 

10 | meference in it anywhere to Mabel Monahan's cane. 

11 I would like to have considered that se sonfession by 
12 | Emmett Perkins, that he was responsible for the murder of 
13 | Kabel Monahan. Our discuseion ended there, he said Santo 


14 | we got to keep the girl out in front, that's it. And for 





15 | fully 45 minutes afterwards I discussed in great detail with 
16 | Warden Teets the significance of Mr. Perkins' remarks to me. 
17 I thought it significant enough to want te call the | 
18 | Governor. I had already been up there talking to Babich, I | 
19 wg spent 45 minutes with the Clemency Secretary, with a fev 
20 | fasts that I had ascertained, At that time 1 did not have 


22 | that I am satisfied Governor Knight would never have 


| 
21] this true confession, if I had had I will tell you right now 


25 | executed Barbara Grehan. 
24 CHALTRMAN O'CONNELL: Let's strike the last reference, 


25 | Mr. Reporter. 
26 MR. MONTGOMERY: I will stick te thia then, Simply 
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that on that same occasion, Mr. Teets told me that he was 


satisfied that it was Perkins who actually had killed Mabel 
Monahan, but he was not sure in hie own mind but what 
Barbara Greham, but what she vas present in Burbenk the 





night of the Murder. 

GHAIRMAN C'CONNELL: That's what Warden Teets said 
to you? 

MA. MONTOOMERY: That's the point that I want to 
make, that ae late as May of 15955, again three or four weeks 
at most, three weeks before her execution, and it might even 
have been only two weeks before her execution. Harley Teeta 
told me thet in his own mind he was satisfied that Emmett 
Perkins vas the killer but he waen't sure but whet Rearbara 
Greham may have been in Burbank that night or been along on 





the ride. | 

How, there are others who have this same understanding, 
One of them, Bernice freeman of the Shrenicle. This state- 
ment ie entirely incompatible, I know she is available, have 
her up here, she'll tell you the same thing. 

That is al] i want to say. 

GQHAIRMAR OC'CONNELL: Mr. Francis has a question. 

MR. FRANCIS: Kr, Hontgomery, this statement made by 
Waréen Tects then te you on May of 1955, was that subsequent 
to the first period thet Barterea Graham was incarcerated in 
San .uentin between Nowember of 1953 and June of 19547 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Yes, she had teen bask at Jorona 
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for very nearly a year, 

MR, PRANCIS: So then -- 

MR, MONTGOMERY: It was subsequent. 

MR. PRANCIS: You as to your own personal knowledge 
of the case, and 1 guess no one hae foliowed it more 
closely than you ¢id, during that period of November, 1953 to) 


June, 1954, was Barbare Graham's case still on appeal? 


MR. MONTGOMERY: It was. 

MR. FRANCIS: It was still being considered? 

MR, MORTGOMERY: It was. 

MR PRANCIS: And at that time she was still 
protesting her innocence by making public statements to you 
as @ member of the presa? 

MR, MONTGOMERY: That le correct. 

BR. PRAHCIS: So then that necessarily moans that 
the only time ea confession could have been made to Warden 
feete was on June 2nd or 3rd, 1955 just prior to her 
execution? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: I wouldn't say that's the only time 





it could have been made, but my own opinion, I doubt very 
much, I can't congeive it being made. 

MR. PRANCIS: Yes, I understand that, but if a 
confession was made it would have had to have been made on 
either June 2nd or ird because Warden Teets did not have a 
previous opportunity? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Well, he had had a previous 
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opportunity vhen she was saeaveera ted @t San .uentin rrom 
November, 1953 to June of 1954. 

MR. FRANCIS: That is true, but he then made this 
statement to you in May of 1965. 

MR. MONTGOMERY: May of 1955, that is right. 

MR. FRANCIS: and so assuming that it was not -- 

MR. MONTGOMERY: I might say that se far as her 





quarters, when she was at San quentin before, her room vas 


limited in size and there was always a matron seated in a 
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chair within ea matter of feet at all times, around the 


~ 
oO 


clock, twenty four hours a day. There was a matron with 
her. 

GHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Ar. Burton. 

MR. BURTON: Ur. Montgomery, did you talk to Warden 
feets on any other capital crime matoers other than that one? 
MR, MONTGOMERY: Oh, yes, I have. The Abbott case 


particularly. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


MR. BURTON: Has he ever misled you by what he said 
or didn't say in any other case about his personal cpinion 
with reference to the guilt or innocence of any of these 
people ? 

BR. MOWIGOMERY: Wo, I don't recall that he has. 

MA. BURTON:. Let me pose this hypothetical question. 
if Warden Teets had been told, if Barbera Graham had 
confessed to Warden Teets, prior to thia discussion that you 





hac with him in Hay of 1955, would his response to you have 
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been Misleading, cr would yeu have sonsidered that his 
reaction in response to you was consistent vith any knowledge | 
he may have hac thet Barbara Creham had confessed to him? : 
MR, MONTGOMERY: Let me say that I think I knew 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Harley Teete well enough that if im fact Barbara Greham had 
confessed and he had knowledge ef a confession, that way 
back down along the line he would have said to me, "Rd, you 
are wasting your time. There is something that -~ I as 
satisfied that this woman is guilty, I can't discuss it with 
you, or whatever, or no comment, but believe me you are 
Wasting your time or something to that effect. He would not 
have let me go to the extremes that i have gone in this case. 
Hundreds of miles of traveling, and hours, man hours thet 
have gone into it, he would have told me. He might not have 


said she confessed to me, but he would have said, £4 you are 





wasting your time, or I have knowledge of something, I cannot 
discuss with you. | 
MR. BURTON: Then are you satisfied that after the 
time you telked to him, this time within 3° days of her 
execution, that his reaction was inconsistent wlth him 
having, up to that time, at least, received a confession 
from Barbera Graham as to her guilt? 
MR. MONTGOMERY: Totally inconsistent. That's the 


point I desire to make, Toetally inconsistent. And 





invonsigtent with etatements that I have known him to make 


to other people. 


RAY N. MAES 
U. S. COURT REPORTER 
431 POST OFFICE BUILDING 
SACRAMENTO 5, CALIFORNIA 





o oan 282 oO FPF A ND FF 


— 


__99 


DHALRMAR O'CONNELL: Mr. Monigomery, do you 


presently have a lew suit pending ageinst Cevalier Magezine? | 


MR. MONTGOMERY: Yes, I have. I'm glad to find out 
today that J. Miller Leavy was a part of it. I have reason 
te think that he hac inspired it. 

CHAIRMAN G'CONNELL: Are there any other defendants 
in that actiont 

MK. MONTGOMERY: Yes, the fYaucett Publications, and 
Mr. Walker, Whose name has been mentioned here. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Is Mr. Leavy also a defendant? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: I believe he is not named as a 
éerendant. 

COBAIRMAN O'CONNELL: What is the nature of that 
action, Mr. MOntgomery? — ' 


\ 
‘ 
\ 


MR. MONTGOMERY: Well, it is a ltmble action stemming 


‘pan 
from Mr. Leavy's statement and atatements by Faucett 
rublications and Cavalier Magazine that I did not cover a 
Single session of the Monahan trial. The statement is 
false. ‘the statement is false, it is a false statement when 
they say I did not cover a single session of the Monahan 
trial, I did. 

CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Bane has a question. 

MR. BANE: Did Warden Teets ever caution you before 
that you were on the wrong track, that you are wasting your 
time, anything like that. 

MA. MONIGOMERY: On other cases you mean? 
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MR. BANE: Yes, other cases? 

MR, MONTGOMERY: I think only one, possibly. It 
might have been «-~- no, I am not sure. Mr. Teete and I had a | 
great deal of discussion. we frequently conversed, not only 
at San Quentin Prisen, but he had been my diner guest at 
the Prese Club on occasions, I have had lunch with him at 
San Quentin. We were fairly -- I don't say intimate friends, 
but we were close friends. | 
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MR. BANE: VYould he ever at any time tell you that 






he hed some information that he couldn't give you about a | 
case? 





~ 
© 


MR. MONTGOMERY: Wo, he never has. 

MR. ALLEN: Did varden Teets ever give you any 
information about anything any other prisoner had told him? 
MR. MONTGOMERY: Wo, not that I kmow of. 













recall. 
MR. SURTON: Have you ever been kmown to spend the 

time ané tie effort as you did on the Grahem case? 
MR, MOMTGOMERY: Not as muh time, but I have spent 
considerable effort. I think it's an acknowledged fact that 
I wae responsible for the finding discovery of the Stefanie 
grave in the Burton Abbott case, after the police 
orities had been there and gone. 
I am generally, if you are getting at one thing, I 
genercily allied in my past with police work. And with 
order of prosecution. I am generally found on the side 
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of the prosecutor. 


MR. BORTON: Yes, I should have narrowed my questicn | 
eomewhat. Have you ever spent this much time and effort on 
a case vhere the defendante were -~- where you had some 
question as to the guilt of the perzon tried and 
convisted? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Yes, I had occasion in my earlier 
days, I have had over £0 years of newspaper experience, I 
once got a man cut of Carson Penitentiary, the Revada State 
Penitentiary at Cargon City, a man who wes serving 20 years 
on an attempted etatutory rape, which the comlaining 
vitness,four years later, acknowledged that it was false 
testimony and pear jured testimony, and that it was a franme-up. 
The man was pardoned two days ister. 

ik. BURTON: Just so I get the person, so that the 
modus pereonii is clear in wy mind, was it Santo or Perkins 
that sent for you? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: It wae Perkins who sent for me. 

MR. BURTON: And which of the two did Warden Teets 
tell you or did you tell him you believed used this weapon? 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Perkins. And he vent on to say 
that there was no question in his mind but what that it was 
Perkine who was the sotunl killer in the Chester Massacre, 
the grocer and the three littie chiidren. it wae the same 
type of asseult. Beating over the head with a piece of Jead 
pipe or billiard cue or whet have you. For the record it 
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assumes here, afd I noted in Ke. Nelson's letter, that he 

quotes Barbara Graham as having told Teets that she beat | 

Mabel Monahan over the head until she was dead. 
Well, you will find from both the Grand Jury 





transcript and the trial record, that actually Mabel Monahan 
Was mot beaten to death, she was garroted. She died of 
strangulation. She had been struck over the heac, but she 


was not beaten to death, she had not so much as a fractured 
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skull. whe died of strangulation. 















10 CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: <Any more questions? Thank you 
11 | very much, Mr. Montgomery. You are instructed to return here, 
12 | at 2:0 etalock next Monday, March 2&th, 








~ 
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for the record, let the record show that we have 









received, I think from Kr. Cecil Pool, the Governor's 





~ 
i 









ten volumes which purport to be the 


~ 
ol 


Extradition Secretary, 





transcript of the trial of The ieople vs Zemett ferkins, 







John Sante and Barbera Graham. fhe Jommittee staff will 






attempt to digest the various documents that have been given 


to it and see what we can do between now and next Monday. 






20 MR. WALDIE: Could we have a copy of the transcript | 





of the proceedings so far before we began? 
CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: 
MR. BURTON: 






Let's get back on the record. 












Mr. Chairman, I assume that the 






testimony of the various witnesses in connection vith the 


time and the alleged facts of this sonfession of Barbara 






Grehan will be duplicated end given to all members of the 
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vOmm.tles, the testimony given the Senate Judiciary 
Committee at the time of the hearings of the Farr Bill. If 
we are going to ask any given names, any persons questions 
about their testimony, it would be helpful if we had the 
previse testimony before us. 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: Ase I recall, the teatimony 





was very short, we ought to be able to get that. You are 


talking about the testimony which was related to the 
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Graham case only. 
MR. SURTON; That's right. 


~ 
oO 


CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: I think we can get that. 


ia] 
a 


MR. BURTON: Also the staff might help some of us 


~ 
w 


by obtaining & reasonable number of the Cavalier Publications 


HK 
~ Ww 


so that those of us who would like to read it would have the | 


~ 
ol 


opportunity to do so before the hearing. 





CHAIRMAN O'CONNELL: All right, anybody else vant 
to be hearc before we adfourn until 2: o'clock next 
Monday, March ecth. If not, we are edjourned. 


(Whereupon the Chairman adjourned at 4:45 p.m., 


| 
| 
| 
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That I was present at the foregoing hearing, thet I 
took down in machine shorthand all of the testimony and the 
proceedings had therein and thet I thereafter caused said 
machine shorthamt notes to be transcribed inte longhand on 
the typevriter; that the foregoing transcription of my short- | 
hand notes is a full, true and correct transcript of the | 
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proceedings had and done during the above hearing. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I bave hereunto caused my hand 
o be set this 23rd day of Maweh, 1959, 4. D. 
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